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Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises God gave in the Old Testament.
Students will be able to:

Connect faith with trust, which is the result of someone giving you a promise and keeping it
Consider the implications of receiving an eternal promise from God, who cannot lie
Identify Jesus as the fulfillment of the promises God gave in the Old Testament

Explain that the Law and its Commandments are fulfilled by faith in Christ alone

Confess that Jesus Christ has secured an eternal redemption for you by shedding His
own blood for the forgiveness of your sin

e Memorize Hebrews 3:5-6a, 6:18, & 10:18

Lesson Overview: Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. (Hebrews 11:1) What is faith?

“. Teacher Note: The words “assurance” and “conviction” both indicate that faith is a sure thing.
But, even though it’s completely certain, what faith hopes for is not seen—at least, not yet. Therefore,
we understand “faith” as a synonym for “trust” In fact, that’s exactly what the Greek word translated

as “faith” means: trust.

So faith is trust, and trust is always in someone or something. When it comes right down to it,
you trust someone because they do what they said they would do. In other words, they
consistently keep their promises. /t is impossible for God to lie. (Hebrews 6:18) God cannot lie.
Period. Whatever He says, happens. So, when God gives you a promise, what does that mean?

“. It means God will fulfill His promise. Nothing you do or say can make God not fulfill His promise.

By faith (trust) in that promise...

Abel was commended as righteous, and still speaks! (Genesis 4:4; Hebrews 11:4)

Enoch was taken up and commended as righteous. (Genesis 5:24; Hebrews 11:5)

Noah became an heir of righteousness. (Genesis 6:9; Hebrews 11:7)

Abraham was reckoned righteous. (Genesis 15:6; Hebrews 11:8-10)

Sarah conceived and gave birth to a baby even when she was very old. (Genesis 21:1-2; Hebrews 11:11-12)

And “these all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them
and greeting them from afar." (Hebrews 11:13) Their faith was in something they had not seen
yet—the unbreakable promise of the Christ who was coming: Jesus.




Opening Prayer

Almighty God, who does not and cannot lie; cause us to trust You by giving us the
unbreakable promise of Christ, that You forgive our sins and make us heirs of righteousness
for His sake; in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Essential Vocabulary

‘ . For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:

assurance- complete and total confidence

conviction - firm belief

epistle - a letter or written message

fulfillment - being fully accomplished; completion

redemption - being set free from captivity or bondage; rescue
sacrifice - something offered or given up for the sake of another

Video Lesson: Hebrews

The book of Hebrews is marvelous account of the promises God gave to his people in the Old
Testament. Jesus Christ is their fulfillment.

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You’ve likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? The New Testament can be divided into the Gospels and Acts, Paul’s Epistles,
and the General Epistles. Hebrews is the first of the General Epistles. An epistle is a letter;
however, unlike many other letters, the letter to the Hebrews does not include the author’s or the
recipient’s name. Written more like a sermon than a letter, it was intended for an audience familiar
with the Old Testament scriptures. Throughout Hebrews, one thing is clear: Jesus is the
fulfillment and completion of every promise given in the Old Testament.
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Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part
of “Here | Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can
learn more about the Bible.
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Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

In the Word:

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in
these days he has spoken to us through His Son, whom he appointed as the heir of all things,
through whom he created the world. (Hebrews 1:1-2)

Throughout the Old Testament, God used the prophets to deliver the promise of His Son, who
was coming.

But now, God has spoken to us through His Son. The message preached by the prophets in
the Old Testament was, “The Son of God is coming!” Now, the message of the New Testament
is “Here He is!” The promised Son has arrived, and He is the one speaking to you now.

In chapter 2, the author of Hebrews confesses the Son of God by name: Jesus.
Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises God gave in the Old Testament.

Moses was one of the most important figures in the Old Testament. So, in chapter 3, Hebrews
compares Moses and Jesus: Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the
things that were to be spoken later, but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. (Hebrews 3:5-6)

What differences between Moses and Jesus are highlighted in these two verses?

“. Teacher Note: Moses was faithful as a servant, while Jesus is faithful as a Son. Moses’ role
was to point to Jesus Christ, who was coming. Therefore, Jesus is not only greater than
Moses, but He is the fulfillment or completion of Moses’ ministry.

What do you know about Moses and his ministry?

.

. Teacher Note: Moses was the one God used to deliver the Ten Commandments to the
Israelites. He is known as the giver of the Law.

In chapter 4, Hebrews uses the example of the Third Commandment: Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy. Martin Luther, in his Small Catechism, put it this way: “We are to fear and
love God so that we do not neglect His Word and the preaching of it, but regard it as holy and
gladly hear and learn it”

So then, there remains a rest for the people of God, for whoever has entered God's rest has
also rested from his works as God did from His. (Hebrews 3:9-10) In verse 3, it says, “For we
who have believed enter that rest.” How do we enter God’s rest?

l

. Teacher Note: By believing. In other words, by faith. Faith comes through hearing. As we
learn to confess in the Small Catechism, we enter God’s rest by “gladly hearing and learning”
God’s Word, which is the promise of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sin.

Everything Moses did, including the giving of the Ten Commandments, served one purpose:
to turn you toward Christ. None of the Commandments will ever be fulfilled by anything we
do-they will only be fulfilled in Christ, who comes to speak a new word to you: that your sins
are forgiven. So, how is the Law fulfilled?



“. Teacher Note: The Law will never be fulfilled by anything you do, including trying harder to
rest. Hebrews makes this clear: Jesus Christ is not a new and better Moses—a new and better

law-giver. Instead, Christ fulfills the whole Law for you by forgiving your sins. By putting this

promise in your ear, Jesus gives you what the Law never could: faith.

Those who hear Christ’s promise have entered God’s rest, and are completely freed from
trying to save themselves through their actions, including making sacrifices. In the Old
Testament, priests sacrificed animals in the Temple, pouring out their blood. Jesus finally
ended the sacrificial system by dealing with sin once and for all.

For it is impossible for the blood of goats and bulls to take away sins. (Hebrews 10:4) These
Temple sacrifices could not take away sins.

So, what was the purpose of these sacrifices?

“. Teacher Note: Although they could not take away sin themselves, these sacrifices pointed
to Christ, who was coming to deal with sin once and for all by shedding His own blood for you.

He [Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and
calves but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:12)

How did Christ secure an eternal redemption for you?
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. Teacher Note: You were captive to sin, death, and the power of the devil, unable to free
yourself. So Jesus carried your sin to the cross in His body, claiming it as His own. He did all
this so He could redeem you-set you free-by giving you His promise.

But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin with the
sacrifice of himself. (Hebrews 9:26) Why did Jesus sacrifice Himself?

“. Teacher Note: To finally deal with sin, just as God had promised He would do. Sin is put away once
and for all, because its consequence-death—has been defeated by Jesus’ death. Christ’s blood was
shed to forgive your sin, and He was raised from death to declare this unbreakable promise to you and
give you faith. By doing so, He gives you His resurrection and eternal life.

Where there is forgiveness of [sins], there is no longer any offering for sin. (Hebrews 10:18)

Memory Work
Memorize the following Bible verses: Hebrews 3:5-6a, 6:18, & 10:18.

e “Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things that were
to be spoken later, but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son.” (Hebrews 3:5-6a)

e “/tisimpossible for God to lie.” (Hebrews 6:18)

e “Where there is forgiveness of sins, there is no longer any offering for sin.” (Hebrews 10:18)

Learning Check

e Which word has the same meaning as “faith”?
o action
o trust
o seeing
o all of the above
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True or False: Itis impossible for God to lie.

A
° is the fulfillment and completion of the promises God gave in the Old Testament.
o Moses
o Abraham
o Jesus Christ
o all of the above
[N

The entire Law is fulfilled:

o when you make your best effort to follow the Ten Commandments.
o in Jesus Christ.

o by you loving your neighbor.

o none of the above

EN

Which word means “rescue” or “being set free from bondage”?
o redemption

fulfillment

sacrifice

conviction

o O O
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Jesus Christ shed His own blood:

o tosecure an eternal redemption for you.
o for the forgiveness of your sin.
o to deal with sin once and for all.
o all of the above
N
Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Merciful God, by Jesus’ blood, You have secured an eternal redemption for
us. Keep Your promise in our ears: that He shed His blood, once and for all, to forgive our sins,
and so there is no longer any offering for sin; through this same Christ, Your Son, our Lord, we
pray. Amen.

Benediction: (Name), God hold you fast to the confession of our hope without wavering; for
Christ, who has promised, is faithful. Amen.
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