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Jesus’ parables aren’t giving you a “to-do” list; instead, they
reveal how Jesus chooses you by His promise, completely apart
from anything you do or choose.

Students will be able to:

Define parable
Distinguish between a description of how God chooses and actually being chosen by God

Confess that election comes by faith: hearing Christ’s promise that your sins are forgiven
Memorize Matthew 13:11-12.

Lesson Overview: With what can we compare a chocolate chip cookie? It’s rich, gooey, and
sweet as honey. When it comes straight from the oven, it’s like a warm, comforting hug.

With a good comparison, you can almost taste the cookie, can’t you?

Almost...but not quite. While hearing a description of a cookie might make you hungry, we all
know it’s not the same as actually eating it.

When Jesus used parables, He was using comparisons to describe something.

Consider one of Jesus’ most familiar parables: “With what can we compare the kingdom of God,
or what parable shall we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground. It is
like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth, yet when it is sown it grows it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and
puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade. (Mark 4:30-32).

Like our description of a delicious chocolate chip cookie, this parable is describing something.

Jesus was using comparisons to describe the kingdom of God. It is worth remembering the
words we learn from the Small Catechism: “The kingdom of God comes on its own, without
our prayer.” That’s what all the parables are revealing: We don’t make the kingdom come. It’s
not up to us how it grows; it comes on its own. It is, after all, not our kingdom-it is God’s.

In a parable, Jesus tells you about God’s kingdom, but He doesn’t actually give it to you.
However, because God, who cannot lie, has given His promise to you, you can be sure the
kingdom Jesus describes is already yours!




Opening Prayer

Almighty God, we want to be the ones to choose You, but You are God and we are not.
Instead, we give thanks that You choose us in Jesus, giving Him to us to forgive our sin, so that
we may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom. Keep us with Him in this faith. Through
the same Christ, Your Son, our Lord, we pray. Amen.

Essential Vocabulary

“., For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:

compare- to consider the similarities and differences between two or more things

parable- an illustration used to make a comparison; particularly, one of Jesus’ stories
describing how God elects people into His kingdom

kingdom - everything that is under the rule and authority of a king
election- God choosing a person by giving an unbreakable and eternal promise to that person

faith- trust or belief; hearing a promise from God and trusting that He will do what He said

Video Lesson: Jesus’ Parables

Jesus wasn’t just another teacher. We might think parables are a roadmap, but they’re not. In
parables, Christ reveals (to those with ears to hear) that God is in control of His heavenly kingdom.

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You've likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? Jesus’ parables are mainly found in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
They vary in length from a single verse to most of a chapter. Some parables, such as the Sower,
the Mustard Seed, and the Tenants, are included in all three of these gospels.

Additionally, Matthew and Luke each contain several parables that are unique to their
accounts. Regardless of their length or which gospel-writer recorded them, Jesus’ parables use
comparisons to describe how God elects citizens for His kingdom.
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Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part
of “Here | Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can
learn more about the Bible.

0
Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

In the Word:
The Parable of the Sower is found in Matthew chapter 13, Mark chapter 4, and Luke chapter 8.
Read Matthew 13:1-9. To whom was Jesus speaking when He gave this parable?

“. Teacher Note: Jesus was speaking to the crowds who gathered around Him when He went
out of the house and sat beside the sea. There were so many people that he had to speak
from a boat while the crowd stood on the beach.

What do you think this parable is about?

/

.Teacher Note: It is about a sower who went out to sow seeds. Today, we typically start
crops by planting seeds in the ground, but here, the sower simply tossed the seeds onto the
soil. Depending on where the seeds fell, some grew into plants and produced grain, while
others did not. It might seem wasteful and inefficient to us. When we hear a parable like this,
we will often try to “decode” it or look for hidden meanings behind it.

Although Jesus had been addressing the crowd, his disciples overheard what He said. They
approached Him privately and asked, “Why do you speak to them [the crowd] in parables?”

Jesus answered: “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but
to them it has not been given. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an
abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why |
Speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor
do they understand.” (Matthew 13:10-13).

Lesson Pop-Out: This is a reference to Isaiah 6:9-10: “Go, and say to this people: ‘Keep on
hearing, but do not understand, keep on seeing, but do not perceive.” Make the heart of this
people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes, lest they see with their eyes, and hear
with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”

So, do parables help you understand, or is a parable doing something else? Why did Jesus
say He speaks in parables?

“. Teacher Note: It might surprise us to hear Jesus say that He speaks in parables so that they
will not understand. But when you’re trying to decipher a parable to discover the secret to a
better life or a guidebook to righteousness, you’ll never understand what Jesus is saying.
Rather than helping you understand or giving you a “to-do” list, a parable reveals that you are
not in control-God is.



Jesus told His disciples that the seed being sown was “the word of the kingdom.”
What is a kingdom? Whose kingdom is it?

“. Teacher Note: A kingdom is everything that is under the rule and authority of a king. This
kingdom is not your kingdom; it is God’s kingdom. That means it is everything under His rule
and authority. Since God is ultimately in control, it is the way He chooses to establish His rule
and authority over you that makes all the difference.

God establishes His kingdom over you by giving you His unbreakable promise and then
keeping it. This is called election. God is the one who chooses. Let’s examine how this plays
out in the parable:

First, the seed sown along the path:

Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in the heart. This is
what was sown along the path. (Matthew 13:18-19)

In the parable, birds devoured the seed that fell on the path. Can the path choose whether or
not birds will eat the seed thrown on it?

“. Teacher Note: No. The path had no control over whether the birds devoured the seed or not.
Next, the seed sown on rocky ground:

As for what was sown in rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation
or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately falls away. (Matthew 13:20-21)

In the parable, the sun scorched the sprouts whose roots were shallow because of the rocky
soil. Can soil choose to be rocky or decide what the weather will be?

“. Teacher Note: Of course not. The ground doesn’t decide how rocky it will be or how
brightly the sun will shine.

Then, the seed sown among the thorns:

As for what was sown among the thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. (Matthew 13:22)

In the parable, the thorns choked out the plants that grew from the seed. Can soil choose
whether or not thorny weeds will grow?

“. Teacher Note: Nope. Soil doesn’t get to choose what kind of seeds will grow in it.
Finally, the seed sown on good soil:

As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another
thirty.” (Matthew 13:23)

Can soil become good soil by deciding to be good?



“. Teacher Note: The goodness of the soil has nothing at all to do with a decision the soil
made. In fact, soil can’t decide anything-it’s soil. It’s completely passive. For the soil to
produce grain, someone has to prepare the soil, plant the seed in it, the rain has to fall on it,
the sun has to shine on it, etc. The soil can’t do any of those things for itself.

So the question remains: “Which kind of soil am I?” Does the parable answer that question?
Does it tell you whether you are the path, the rocky ground, the thorny ground, or the good soil?

“. Teacher Note: The parable always leaves you guessing, trying to figure out for yourself
which kind of soil you are. It leaves you unsure.

Is a parable giving you a “to-do” list that you could use to become good soil?

l

. Teacher Note: No. Soil can’t make itself into good soil. A parable is not a recipe or to-do list
that you could use to improve your life or become righteous.

Who is in control of what kind of soil you are?

“. Teacher Note: You are not in control of what kind of soil you are-God is. That’s what the
parable is revealing to you.

Then Jesus said to His disciples: But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for
they hear. For truly, | say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you
see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. (Matthew 13:16-17)

Jesus elects you by causing you to hear His promise for you. Understanding the word of the
kingdom means hearing that Jesus forgives your sin. Hearing that promise creates faith, and
that’s how Jesus makes you into good soil-by giving you that faith. But does a parable itself
actually give you that promise?

“. Teacher Note: No. The parable will tell you about God’s kingdom. It will reveal that Jesus Christ
is the only one who can forgive your sin, but the parable doesn’t actually give you that promise.

A parable does not give you faith. Faith comes by hearing. Unless you actually hear the
unbreakable promise that Jesus Christ forgives your sin, there is no faith.

Then how do you get “ears to hear” that Jesus’ promise is for you?

You get ears to hear when Jesus sends His Holy Spirit to you, declaring to you that your sins
are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. God, who cannot lie, has given that promise to you: firstin
Baptism and then repeatedly in the Lord’s Supper and through the mouth of a preacher. As a
result, you have the complete and total assurance that the kingdom is yours forever!

]
Memory Work
Memorize the following Bible verses: Matthew 13:11-12
e To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has

not been given. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an
abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.



A
Learning Check

e Aparableis:
o apuzzle for you to decipher and unlock the secret to a better life.
o astory or illustration that uses a comparison to describe something.
o apromise.
o All of the above.

E

e True or false: While Jesus’ parables use comparisons to describe the kingdom of God,
they don’t actually deliver the kingdom to you.

€2

e Which word means “God choosing a person”?
o parable
o comparison
o abundance
o election

€2

e God elects you to inherit His kingdom by giving you:
o an unbreakable promise-the forgiveness of your sins—and then keeping it.
o aseries of tests to prove how faithful you are.
o aparable that, if you understand it, will help you live a better life.
o all of the above.

E

e True or false - Jesus opens your ears by sending His Holy Spirit to give you the promise
that your sin is forgiven for His sake.

A
Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Father, nothing we do could make us good soil, but You make us good soil by

giving us Your Son, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sin. Keep giving us ears to hear this
promise. In Jesus’ hame we pray. Amen.

Benediction: Blessed are your ears, for they hear that Christ died and was raised to forgive
your sin. Amen.
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