
 

Confirmation
Curriculum

TEACHER GUIDE
Jesus’ Baptism

Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3, & John 1

Lesson 13

Jesus Christ was baptized by John for the forgiveness of your sin.
Students will be able to:

Describe who John the Baptist was.
Explain that Baptism is the bestowal of a promise from God.
Identify that the promise given in Baptism is the forgiveness of sin.
Confess that Jesus Christ was not baptized for the forgiveness of His own sin, but for the 
forgiveness of your sin.
Connect Jesus’ baptism by John with Jesus’ ministry of taking away sin from sinners.
Articulate the promise that God the Father gave to Jesus in His baptism: “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
Memorize John 1:29, Mark 1:11, and 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

Lesson Overview: Who was John the Baptist? 

He seems a little different, to say the least. To begin with, he lived in the wilderness.  And he 
dressed…well, like a weirdo.  John wore “camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist.”  

Sounds itchy.  He had a strange diet, too: locusts (yuck!) and wild honey.  (Maybe the honey 
helped him choke down the bugs.)

So who was this weird guy? All four gospels–Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John–use the same 
verse from the Old Testament to tell us who John was: Isaiah 40:3.  Let’s take a look:  3A voice 
cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight a highway for our God.”

Who was John? He was the voice crying in the wilderness. Just as the prophets had been 
saying, Christ the Lord was coming, and John was sent to prepare the way. But how would 

John prepare the way for Christ?  

He would do what prophets do: preach. The crazy thing, though, was what John preached: 
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sin. (Mark 1:4)

John's clothing, diet, location, and preaching were all very strange and unexpected. But then, 
something even more shocking happened–Jesus came to John to be baptized!  What was that 

all about? The reason for Jesus’ baptism would be the most shocking thing of all: Jesus was 
baptized for you, for the forgiveness of your sin!



Opening Prayer

Lord God, we thank You for sending Your Son into the world.  We thank You for the eternal 
promise You gave Him in Baptism.  Cause us to trust that in Baptism we have been joined with 
Jesus as Your own beloved children, and to call on You as dear children call on their dear 
Father.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray.  Amen.

Essential Vocabulary

✏️ For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:     

Baptism - the sacrament God first and finally uses to choose a sinner as His own dear 
child by forgiving his/her sin and joining him/her with Christ

forgiveness - the pardoning or taking away of sin; absolution

sin - unbelief or distrust in what God says; not hearing a “for you” promise from God 

righteousness - the state of being justified or made right before God; faith

beloved - God-loved; favored and chosen by God as His own

Video Lesson:               Jesus’ Baptism

All four gospels tell the story of Jesus’ Baptism. This video describes what they say. It offers a 
picture of what Jesus, the Messiah, came to do.

The Bible’s Organization 

Intro to Bible Organization: You’ve likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did 
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the 
individual books. 

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to 
see which books are in each section. 

✏️ Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular 
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? John the Baptist and his ministry were mentioned in the Old Testament, 
particularly by the prophets Isaiah and Malachi. John is a significant figure in the gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Luke even begins his gospel with a detailed account of John’s 
birth.  All four gospels record the baptism of Jesus by John in the Jordan River.  This event, which 
is the giving of God’s promise to Jesus, took place as Jesus began His ministry of taking away sin 
from sinners.  

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record that immediately after He was baptized, Jesus was driven into 
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  In other words, as soon as God’s promise was given to 
Jesus in Baptism, it was attacked.  This is comforting for us, who discover that the promise we’ve 
been given in Baptism is also constantly under attack.  But God shows us here what kind of a 
promise this is, that it cannot be broken or undone.



Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory 
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part 
of “Here I Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you 
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you 
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created 
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear I Hear & Speak” section so that all can 
learn more about the Bible.

Here I Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

In the Word:

Isaiah wasn’t the only prophet who had preached that John would come to prepare the way.

Check this out:

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.” (Malachi 3:1)
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord 
comes.  And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers” (Malachi 4:5)

Like Isaiah and Malachi, Elijah was an important Old Testament prophet. Elijah’s career as a 
prophet is recorded in 1 and 2 Kings.

Malachi never mentioned John by name. So how do we know that Malachi was talking about 
John the Baptist?

In Matthew 11, Jesus just comes right out and says it: John is the one of whom it is written, 
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you” and 
“He is the Elijah who is to come.” So that settles that.

Luke begins his gospel by telling the story of John’s birth. An angel of the Lord appeared to an 
elderly priest named Zechariah and told him that his elderly wife, Elizabeth, would have a 
son. That seemed very unlikely. Elizabeth was not only way too old to have children, but she 
had never been able to have a baby. What are some other unlikely births in the Bible? 

✏️ Teacher Note: You might recall the birth of Isaac, whose parents Abraham and Sarah were 
also very elderly (Abraham was over 100 years old) and who had never been able to have 
children.  Students might also recall the birth of Jesus, whose mother Mary was a virgin. 

Nevertheless, the angel told Zechariah that his son would be named John, and connected him 
to the promises given in Malachi 4.  “He will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 
to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” (Luke 1:17)

As unlikely as it all seemed, John was born, just like the angel said.  “And the child grew and 
became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to 
Israel” (Luke 1:80). So John checked all the boxes for the one who would “prepare the way of 
the LORD.” 



How was John “preparing the way”? ✏️ Teacher Note: He was baptizing. That’s why he’s 
called John “the Baptist”.

What is Baptism?  ✏️ Teacher Note: Baptism is the sacrament God first and finally uses to 
choose a sinner as His own dear child by forgiving his/her sin and joining him/her with 
Christ. So Baptism is the giving of a promise from God. The promise John was giving was the 
forgiveness of sin on account of Christ, who, for John, was still coming.

Baptizing means John was giving promises from God. Sure, John was boldly naming people’s 
sin.  He even called them a “brood of vipers.” But, he was also giving promises from God. 

John preached: He’s coming! The One who will take away your sin is coming!

John knew he couldn’t do that–John couldn’t take away sin from sinners. He could expose sin 
and call it sin, but he couldn’t do anything about it. But the Christ who was coming would 
actually take it away, just as God had promised!

So why were people being baptized by John? 

✏️ Teacher Note: For the forgiveness of sin–which was in Christ who was coming.

And who needs to be forgiven? Sinners. So Baptism is for sinners! And then, one day, Jesus 
showed up! “The next day he [John] saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29

John had been saying, “He’s coming!”  But now he pointed at Jesus and said, “Look, here He 
is!” “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan [river] to John, to be baptized by him.” 
(Matthew 3:13)  

Jesus had come to John to be baptized by him.

Wait a minute! Why would Jesus need to be baptized? Didn’t we just say that Baptism is for 
sinners? Does that mean Jesus was a sinner? That can’t be right!

John thought so, too. He even tried to stop Jesus.  He thought Jesus must have been all 
mixed up.  John said, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” (Matthew 3:14)

But Jesus replied to John “Let it be so for now, for it is fitting to fulfill all righteousness.” What 
is righteousness? 

✏️ Teacher Note: Righteousness is being justified or made right before God. A person is not 
made righteous by doing what the law says, but by faith alone. In other words, it is only 
hearing and trusting what God says that makes a person righteous. Simply put: righteousness 
= faith in Christ.

“For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)  

What is sin? 

✏️ Teacher Note: Sin is the opposite of faith in Christ (righteousness). So it is not believing or 
trusting what God says. All sinful actions are the result of this distrust of God. In other words, 
sin means not hearing a “for you” promise from God.



Jesus became sin. Wow! The Son of God came into the world, in the flesh, to take sin away 
from sinners like you and claim it as His own sin. And when Jesus claims it as His own, it’s 
really His. He has it and He’s not giving it back!

The Son of God came into the world, in the flesh, to make an exchange.  (The lesson will have 
you drag and drop the elements in the right side panel of this exchange to the correct place, 
as pictured in this guide.)

What does Jesus get in this exchange?  ✏️ Teacher Note: Your sin.

What do you get?  ✏️ Teacher Note: Jesus’ righteousness.

So John baptized Him.  Jesus, the One who knew no sin, was baptized for the forgiveness of 
sin–your sin–which He had started to make His sin for your sake.

All four gospels tell what happened next, when Jesus was baptized.  As Jesus came up out of 
the water, the heavens split open, the Holy Spirit descended on Him like a dove, and the voice 
of God the Father spoke these words: “You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased.” 
(Mark 1:11)

The Holy Spirit was “giving ears” to the promise. In other words, Jesus trusted what He heard 
God His Father said to Him.

And even though Jesus would be caught red-handed–and even crucified–with your sin (and 
the sin of the whole world) as His own sin, God’s favor for Him would never go away. So as 
Jesus continued His ministry of forgiving sin, which would finally lead to the cross and His 
death, He would need this promise He had heard from His Father in His Baptism.

So what about John?  Well, once John had baptized Jesus, John’s ministry was completed.  
The Christ whose coming John had been preaching had finally arrived. As John said in John 
3:3, “He [Jesus Christ] must increase, I [John] must decrease.”

Jesus had come to give the same promise He had heard from His Father to sinners like you 
and make them beloved children of God, too. In fact, that’s exactly the promise you first and 
finally received from God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in your Baptism: “Beloved child of 
God, your sins are forgiven.”

Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verses: John 1:29, Mark 1:11, and 2 Corinthians 5:21

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
(Mark 1:11)
For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)



Learning Check

Who was John the Baptist?
the “Elijah to come”
the “voice crying in the wilderness”
the one who baptized Jesus
all of the above.

Baptism is
a commitment that you make to follow God.
a commitment that your parents make.
an unbreakable promise given by God.
all of the above.

What is the promise God gives in Baptism?
Your sins are forgiven.
You will live a perfect, sinless life.
God will be faithful as long as you are faithful.
all of the above.

Jesus was baptized
for the forgiveness of sins He had done.
for the forgiveness of your sin.
by mistake.
none of the above.

Righteousness is
faith in Christ.
being justified or made right before God.
given to you by God, in Baptism, by faith.
all of the above.

True or False: Jesus Christ, who knew no sin, actually became sin for you.

Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Almighty God, by Your Word, grant us to trust that Jesus Christ became sin for us, so 
that His righteousness would become our righteousness; through this same Christ, Your Son, our Lord 
we pray. Amen.

Benediction: (Name), beloved child of God, your sins are forgiven.


