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God’'s Word does what it says, leaving no room for your work.

Students will be able to:

Recall the names of prophets

Repeat the word that prophets were given by God

Identify how reluctant some prophets were, and how God still used them for his purposes.
Discover the power and effect of God’s Word

Detail how God destroys hope you put in idols so that you would have hope in him.
Learn that prophets bring with them the judgment of sin and the promise of God’s redeeming.
Memorize Habakkuk 3:2

Lesson Overview: The prophets were not very popular with the people. They were given God’s
Word, and they were charged with giving it to a people that needed to turn back to God
instead of idols. They also had the Word of Gospel: “The Seed is on the way. He is coming!”

Opening Prayer

Dear God, give us faith in your promises and hold us firmly in your embrace. Stay with us and
help us to overcome our tendency to be afraid and stay quiet. Make us bold to share the word
you’ve given us with others. Let us proclaim the promises of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Essential Vocabulary
“.. For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:

Prophet: a sinner chosen by God to preach his words during times before Jesus Christ became
incarnate

Election: God choosing a person by giving an unbreakable and eternal promise
Repentance: Having your mind changed from the outside
Sin: unbelief in the truth of God’s Word; being turned inward instead of to God’s promise

Gospel: the good news; the merciful Word of God announcing the forgiveness of sins through Jesus’
death and resurrection



Video Lesson: The Unwanted Word

The prophets were tasked with two main jobs. This video gives us examples of prophets and how
they were used by God to deliver mercy and judgment.

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You’ve likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? As you flip through the Bible, you’ll notice that the books of the prophets
come AFTER the “historical” books and the “poetry & wisdom” books. However, as you’ve already
noticed, these prophets lived in different places and times. God used them IN history to give his
word to his chosen people, those that lived during the reigns of various kings and in times of
prosperity and hardship. The prophets were not very popular with the people. They were given
God’s Word, and they were charged with giving it to a people that needed to turn back to God
instead of idols. They also had the Word of Gospel - The Seed is on the way. “He is coming!”

Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory Work
and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part of “Here |
Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you to lead group
discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you explore this option with
your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created primarily to help you as you
facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can learn more about the Bible.

£
Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

Group Activity: You might be wondering. Who are these “prophets”? Before we take a “tour
of the prophets” and dive deeper into the words God gave them, let’s find out who these
prophets were. The books in this section of the Bible bear their names, and the books bear
the word of God.

e Some gave their word before God’s people were exiled from their homeland, and then
others spoke during or after the exile.
e Some of the prophets preached in the Southern Kingdom (Judah) and others proclaimed
the word in the Northern Kingdom (Israel).
e The “major” or “minor” distinctions are not about each prophet’s achievement or
importance; the major prophets just wrote longer books than the minor prophets did.
“.TEACHER NOTE: This part of the lesson will have an interactive tour for students to go
through. They’ll learn more about each of the prophets and what they were used by God to
say to people in their midst. Check it out! A table is included here to display what students
learn on the tour of the prophets.




Name

Isaiah

Jeremiah
(also wrote

Lamentations)

Ezekiel

Daniel

Hosea

Joel

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah

Major
or
Minor?

Major

Major

Major

Major

Minor

Minor

Minor

Minor

Minor

When and Where?

7th Century BCin
the Southern
Kingdom (before
captivity)

7th-6th Century BC
in the Southern
Kingdom

AKA “the Hammer”

6th Century BC
Northern Kingdom
during the exile in
Babylon

6th Century BCin
Southern Kingdom
during exile in
Babylon

7th Century BCin
the Northern
Kingdom

8th Century BCin
Southern kingdom
after the reign of
Jehoshaphat

8th Century BCin
Northern Kingdom
during a time of
prosperity

6th Century BCin
Southern Kingdom,
specifically Edom
(Esau’s
descendants)

8th Century BCin

What’s the word?

Law: You’re idolaters, and God will use non-
Israelites like Cyrus to take you captive.

Gospel: Comfort, comfort my people. The glory
of the Lord will be revealed.

Law: Your stony hearts will break!

Gospel: Your hearts will be made new with a
promise of everlasting salvation.

Law: You think you’re keeping the First
Commandment, but you’re not!

Gospel: You will be restored to your home. You
are given a new spirit and heart in baptism.

Law: Sin (unbelief) abounds in this world.

Gospel: God’s power is on display, and the
kingdom of Christ is coming. You are free.

Law: You’re not faithful to God. You’re like a
prostitute for various false gods.

Gospel: God desires mercy, not sacrifice.

Law: You will be punished and invaded by
Assyrians like a cloud of locusts.

Gospel: The gathering of God’s people will
happen by His Word. We shall be saved.

Law: ’'m attacking you violently. You are false
saints. Your good deeds are actually sin.

Gospel: A remnant will be saved, and the kingdom
of God will come.

Law: You’ve assaulted the faith of Israel.

Gospel: I'm here to put God’s Word back in where
it belongs. The promised Seed will be the king of
all nations.

Law: It’s not fair that you should be warned, or



Micah

Nahum

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi

Minor

Minor

Minor

Minor

Minor

Minor

Minor

Northern Kingdom
to Gentiles in
Nineveh

7th Century BC in
Southern Kingdom
along with Isaiah

7th Century BCin
Southern Kingdom

7th Century BCin
Southern Kingdom
AKA the
“embracer”

7th-6th Century BC
in Judah during the
days of King Josiah;
same time as Jeremiah

6th Century BC
after return to
Jerusalem from
exile

6th Century BCin
Jerusalem;
Contemporary of
Haggai

5th Century BC in
Israel

for you to receive the good news.

Gospel: God shows mercy to those who repent.
He sends preachers, even unwilling ones, to
name you sinner and deliver God’s promise.

Law: You are condemned by your idolatry, and
your leaders are misleading you.

Gospel: A remnant, from Bethlehem, will renew
the kingdom and make all things good.

Law: Assyrians will destroy you, and then they’ll
be destroyed by the Babylonians.

Gospel: Peace and salvation comes to those who
take refuge in Him. The Lord cares for his
wayward people.

Law: You’re in a constant state of idolatry.

Gospel: You’re moved to humility and sincere
faith. The righteous shall live by faith. In wrath,
God remembers mercy.

Law: Suffering would come due to sin.
Neighboring lands would be destroyed, too.

Gospel: The Lord will gather all the nations to call
upon his mighty name.

Law: You’re rebuilding your own houses before
the Temple? Really?!

Gospel: Fear not, God is with you. You have a
treasure that frees you from your enemies.

Law: You’re the deniers of the promised Seed
(Jesus) to come, and there will be more false
teachers.

Gospel: The King will arrive on a donkey, sold for
silver, and then cleanse his people from sin.

Law: Your offerings and sacrifices are polluted
and corrupt.

Gospel: The one to prepare the way (John the
Baptist) is coming and so is the Messiah (Jesus
Christ). His blessings will pour down like rain, and
the windows of heaven will be opened.

We’ve toured through who these prophets were. Now let’s hear some of what they said.



In the Word:
Read: Jonah 1:1-3

e Does a prophet get to choose the words he gives?
e Does a prophet choose the people who are to receive God’s Word?

“.TEACHER NOTE: No, and no. Jonah didn’t want to warn the people. He didn’t like them! So
Jonah refused. Did that work? No, God got HIS way. By using a storm and a big fish and his
word, Jonah was made to turn around and warn the people about their idolatry. His brief, yet
successful sermon in Jonah 3:4 repented those people in the great city. The whole city of
Nineveh was saved from God’s wrath. It should be noted that Jonah was not the only
reluctant preacher. There were many!

Even though Jonah and other prophets were scared, reluctant, and unwilling to deliver what
God gave to them, He used them anyway. You can’t stand in the way of the will of God.

Read: Ezekiel 37:1-14

e Here is the context: The people of Judah kept leaving God’s word. False prophets were
telling the people, “Don’t worry. You’ll be just fine. You have nothing to fear”

e In comes Ezekiel with the word of God. ““Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. | make
breath enter you, and you will come to life. You’ll know I’'m the Lord.”

e Then avast army comes to life. Ezekiel had this word from God to give the people: “I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. | have done it”

e Do idols last? Can they give life?

/

. TEACHER NOTE: No, and no. They turn to dust. They can’t deliver what they promise. That
goes for any idol. There is only one God to fear, love, and trust!

e What can God do? What does God use to do this?

.

. TEACHER NOTE: He can raise dead, dry bones to new life. God uses his word to accomplish
this victory.

e Can God defeat your death?

“. TEACHER NOTE: Death seems very “final” to all of us. But the Word of God endures forever,
and His promise defeats the great enemy of death.

Not only CAN God defeat your death. He HAS! This is the promise God gave to you in your
Baptism!

Read: Isaiah 25:6-9

e Does God prevent you from having tears from time to time?

l

. TEACHER NOTE: No. You will become sad. You might even become acutely depressed when
you face trials and adversity that seems to be too much for you to handle. There are feelings
that you will experience during your life that may have you doubt in God’s presence and favor
for you.

e Does the feeling that you have, one that would make you cry, remain forever?

.

. TEACHER NOTE: No. This passage reveals something about God. He’s got something else in
store for you. A great feast. No tears remain. Death ends when God’s word of forgiveness is



delivered and believed by the Holy Spirit. Faith unites you to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
He is raised, and you are raised with Him.

You will be moved away from your tears, and your God has swallowed up death forever. How
about that for a promise?!

Read: Joel 2:28-32

e Do you have the name of the Lord? What is his name?

L/

. TEACHER NOTE: Teacher Note: You sure do! You were baptized in the name of the Lord, the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Blessed be the name of the Lord. You can call upon his name, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and
He has promised to save you.

X
Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verse: Habakkuk 3:2

e 2LORD, | have heard of your fame; | stand in awe of your deeds, LORD. Repeat them in our
day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy. (NIV)

A
Learning Check

e In which group of books of the Bible was today’s lesson found?
o The Prophets

The Pentateuch

The General Epistles

The Historical Books

The Gospels & Acts

o O O O

i

e What is another group of books in which you might hear about one of God’s prophets?
o The Prophets

o The Pentateuch
o The General Epistles
o The Historical Books
o The Gospels & Acts
i
e Inlsaiah 25, itis announced that God will swallow up forever, and that the
Sovereign Lord will wipe away the from all faces;

o death; tears
o tears; death
o cookies; noses



E

e True or False? Many prophets called by God were reluctant to share his words with
others.

i

e The people didn’t want the word the prophets were proclaiming. What gave the prophets
courage to continue?

They had remarkable ability

Inner power

The Word of God

They were selfless

O

o O O

€2

e When God saves you and gives you the kingdom, what do you have left to do?
o Nothing. God has done it and you believe him.
o Decide to grasp the Gospel.
o Go back to God’s laws and fulfill them.

A
Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Dear Lord, use us to proclaim your promises to people in our world, and hold
us close to you in faith by your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Benediction: (Name), God found you and he favors you.
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