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As sin continues to heap up, God uses it to drive His people
beyond the law and their own ability to the promise of Christ.

Students will be able to:

e Explain that sin is not trusting what God says.

e Give an example of how the law and God’s wrath do not cause the people to stop sinning,
but rather increase sin.

e Recognize that even when God’s promises are repeatedly attacked and the people
despise God’s word, God remains faithful to His promises.

e Confess that God uses the law and its judgment to drive His people to the promise of
Christ for the forgiveness of their sin.

e Memorize John 3:14-15.

Lesson Overview: What do you think of when you hear the word “wilderness”?

“. For Teachers: Students might think of a place you go camping or on vacation, like a forest
or mountains. But in the Bible, wilderness means a place not fit for people to live. A desolate
or deserted place. The wilderness is the place of temptation, and temptation means that
God’s promise comes under attack. As recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s gospels, Jesus
was thrown into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

After God brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, the Israelites wandered in the
wilderness for forty years. God had promised His coming Christ to them. He had continued to
provide for their bodily needs each day, giving them as much manna as they could eat. Still,
God’s promise was under constant attack.

In spite of God’s blessings, the Israelites looked at their situation in the wilderness and only
saw misfortune. We experience attacks like this, too. God is faithful to every promise He gives
us, but when we look at our own situations we can become overwhelmed with fear and doubt.

So the Israelites complained. And the result? God’s anger burned against them and burned
up parts of the Israelites‘ camp.

Do you think this caused the Israelites to stop complaining?

“.. For Teachers: Witnessing God’s wrath didn’t cause the people to stop complaining. In fact,
they only got worse. Their sin actually increased. See Romans 5:20.




Opening Prayer

Lord God, like the Israelites in the wilderness, we don’t trust You as we should and so we
deserve Your wrath. Even so, have mercy on us according to Your promise, and continue to
give us all that we need for life in this world and for eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, Amen.

Essential Vocabulary
“., For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:

wilderness- a place not fit for people to live; a desolate or deserted place; where God’s
promise is repeatedly attacked

sin- unbelief in the truth of God’s Word; doubt that God is for you and will do what He says

manna- a fine, bread-like substance that God caused to fall from heaven to feed the
Israelites in the wilderness

Promised Land- Canaan; the land that God promised to give to His people; a “land of milk
and honey”

despise- to consider something worthless or undeserving of your attention

mercy- the unfair and completely undeserved gift of grace; God’s grace given through
the forgiveness of sin

Son of Man- Jesus Christ; In all four gospels, Jesus repeatedly refers to Himself as the
Son of Man.

Video Lesson: The Promised Land

God’s work in leading the people to the promised land was complicated and messy. They
wandered for forty years, and they questioned the way God was leading them. God responded
with his faithfulness again and again. He delivers his people.

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You’ve likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? The Pentateuch, also known as the five books of Moses, includes Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. Moses wrote these books.



Numbers is the fourth book in the Pentateuch. God had already freed the Israelites from slavery
in Egypt. He had also used Moses to give them the Ten Commandments. However, in this book,
we hear how the Israelites repeatedly ignored what God actually said and looked for good apart
from Him.

Instead of making the Israelites better, the Commandments revealed their failure to trust God and
increased their sin. As they wandered in the wilderness for forty years, their sin only continued to
pile up, higher and higher. Still, God remained faithful to His promise. He used all this to force His
people to look beyond the Law to the promised Christ, who was coming to forgive their sin.
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Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part
of “Here | Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can
learn more about the Bible.

£
Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)
In the Word:

The Israelites end up wandering in the wilderness for 40 years.

That’s a long time! Throughout that time in the wilderness, the Israelites sounded like a broken
record: whining and complaining, over and over. Instead of getting better, they got worse!

In Numbers 13, God said to Moses, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which | am
giving to the people of Israel.” Lesson Pop-Out: Because God promised to give the Israelites
this land, it is often called “the Promised Land.”

So Moses sent spies into the land of Canaan to find out who and what was there. After forty
days, the spies came back. What did they report?

“We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and honey.” What do you think it
means that the land “flows with milk and honey”?

“. Teacher Note: Contrasted with the wilderness, which was a desolate place, a land flowing
with milk and honey is richly filled with all of the good gifts God gives to support our lives and
bodies, and everything that is needed to enjoy His good gifts to us.

But the people in the land are seriously strong! Their cities are large and well-defended. And...
there are some very big dudes there. We seemed like grasshoppers next to them!

Still, two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, said basically, “Let’s go! What are we waiting for?
Let’s go and live in this land God is giving to us!”




Joshua declared, The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good
land. If the LORD delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that
flows with milk and honey. (Numbers 14:7-8)

Despite the intimidating size, strength, and number of the land’s inhabitants, Joshua and
Caleb were completely confident about going into Canaan. What made them so confident?

.

. Teacher Note: God had promised, and He does not lie. When God said, “l am giving this
land to the people of Israel,” He meant it!

But, how do you think the people responded? Read Numbers 14:2-4.
So had the Israelites gotten better or worse at trusting God? Discuss.

The Israelites were not getting any better-instead, they continued to get worse. Now they
complained that they would be better off dead than going into the promised land. They
wanted to get rid of Moses and elect a new leader who would do their will instead of God’s will.

God’s response: How long will this people despise me?

Recall that “despise” means to consider something worthless or undeserving of your
attention. They did not trust that God would keep His promises to them. In other words, they
considered His promises to be worthless. What things had God done for the people of Israel
that they could see?

“. Teacher Note: Examples include the Exodus from Egypt, the parting of the Red Sea, the
giving of manna, the pillar of cloud by day and fire by night, etc.

But seeing all those things didn’t cause them to trust God. Instead, they complained. So God
said to Moses: “l will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them, and | will make of
you a nation greater and mightier than they.” This is God’s wrath against their sin. What was
the result of their distrust of God?

“\ Pestilence means disease and death. So the result of their distrust was death (which was
exactly what they had asked for. “Would that we had died in this wilderness!")

When Moses heard God’s judgment of the people’s sin, he prayed like this: Please let the
power of the Lord be great as you have promised, saying, “The LORD is slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and transgression” (Numbers 14:17-18).

God had mercy on them. He said, “I have pardoned, according to your word.” According to
God’s own promise, which Moses had repeated back to Him, God forgave their sin and had
mercy on them. God cannot lie.

But that didn’t mean they weren’t going to die. Read Numbers 14:32-33.
Death was the result of their sin. Their dead bodies would fall in the wilderness.

Even so, God is faithful. He cannot lie. Even though the people kept complaining, God had
mercy. When the Israelites complained about not having water, God caused water to come
pouring from a rock, to “give drink to the congregation and their cattle.” He continued to
provide what they needed, even though they didn’t deserve it or trust Him to do it.



In Numbers 21, we hear the old familiar whining: “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? For there is no food and water, and we loathe this worthless food.”

What is so ironic about the complaint that “there is no food...and we loathe this worthless
food”?

“. Teacher Note: The irony is that they have more than enough food (manna) for each day, but
they consider it “worthless” and unworthy of them. In other words, they despise God’s gifts
to them. So they complain, “There is no food.”

So then the LORD sent fiery [venomous] serpents among the people, and they bit the people,
and the people died. Again, Moses prayed for the people: God, You promised! Don’t give us
what we deserve; instead, do what You have promised: have mercy on us! Then God told
Moses to do something really strange: Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone
who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.

God did not remove the snakes. Instead He used a serpent as the way to save them after they
had been bitten. Moses did what God said. He fashioned a serpent out of metal and put it up
on a pole, just as God said. And, get this: /f a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze
serpent and live.

For as God speaks, so it is. He cannot lie.

What is going on here? “, Teacher Note: Jesus Himself tells us in John 3:14-15: And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so shall the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

Jesus Christ is the Son of Man. In all four gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—Jesus
repeatedly refers to Himself as the Son of Man. Looking at the serpent hanging on the pole
saved a person from the snake‘s poison-so it gave that person life in this world - eternal life.

To believe is to have faith-to trust the Word that God speaks. Martin Luther wrote, “Just
looking at the serpent did not effect [bring about] the cure; it was faith in the Word that did it.
These people accepted the Word of God as a reliable promise of healing and deliverance from
the poison.”

So, how does God give eternal life to whining, distrusting sinners who deserve death and
damnation?

e Through faith - trust in the Word who /s God’s own Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus is the one

who has come to say, “l take all your sin from you.” And so the Son of Man must be lifted
up on the cross, with your sin on Him.

Luther continues, “Whoever believes in this crucified Christ will not be lost and perish but will
have everlasting life, just as those who looked at the bronze serpent in the wilderness did not
die but were saved”

We also experience constant and repeated attacks on God’s promises. We still see and feel
our sin and its devastating effects on our lives and the lives of others. But the one who
believes in Jesus Christ has eternal life. To believe in Jesus Christ is to trust that when you
see Him hanging on the cross, you see all your sin hanging there in Him, because He has
promised you that your sin is forgiven.

God does not lie. He remains faithful to His promises. No matter what.



N
Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verses: John 3:14-15

e Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. John 3:14-15

X
Learning Check

e Doubting the truth of God’s Word is called
o sin.
o manna.
o pestilence.
o all of the above.

i

e The Israelites’ complaining revealed that they
o trusted God.

o trusted Moses.
o didn’t trust God.
o none of the above.

E

e Inthe Bible, the wilderness is a place
o not fit for people to live.
o where God’s promises come under repeated attack.
o thatis deserted and desolate.
o all of the above.

i

e Each time God’s anger blazed hotly against the Israelites, they
o stopped sinning.
o sinned and complained even more.
o got a little better at doing what the Law required of them.
o none of the above.

o

e God remains faithful to His promises
o as long as we keep doing what He commands us to do.
o as long as we make an honest effort to improve ourselves.
© no matter what.

K

e True or false: The result of sin is death.

o



e True or false: The Law and Commandments increase sin (distrust of God).

i

e True or false: God uses the Law and its judgment of sin to drive His people to the promise
of Christ for the forgiveness of sin.

N
Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Merciful Father, as our sin heaps up, turn us from the Law and our failure to
do what it demands, and instead toward Christ, who in mercy for us has taken all our sin upon
Himself; through this same Christ, Your Son, our Lord, we pray. Amen.

Benediction: (Name), just as Moses lifted up the servant in the wilderness, so was Jesus
Christ lifted up on the cross for you, that you have eternal life in Him. Amen.
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