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TEACHER GUIDE
God’s Choosing vs.

Your Choosing

Genesis 15-22

Lesson 3

God chooses to give promises unfairly.
Students will be able to:

Describe how God chose Abraham by giving him a promise, apart from any worthiness 
that Abraham may or may not have had
Identify that the promise given to Abraham is the promise of the Seed: Jesus Christ
Confess that faith alone is righteousness before God, and that faith comes through hearing

Recognize that it is God’s faithfulness to His promise, and not Abraham himself or 
anything he does, that makes the promise a sure thing
Memorize Genesis 15:6 & 22:18

Lesson Overview: Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I 

will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.”  Genesis 12:1-2

This is God choosing Abram (a.k.a. Abraham). Out of all the people in the world, God picked 
Abraham out by giving him a promise–by giving him faith. Abraham hadn’t done anything to 

deserve being God’s choice. In fact, Abraham was an idolater. What is an idolater?

  ✏️ Teacher Note: An idolater is one who worships idols (false gods); a person whose heart 
relies and depends on anything other than the one true God

And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your 
father lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they 

served other gods.’” (Joshua 24:2) 

That’s right: when God chose him, Abraham didn’t even know God. So Abraham certainly 
didn’t choose God; instead, God chose him.  But why would God choose Abraham?  God 
simply chose him, apart from who Abraham was, by giving him a promise  That may seem 

unfair to us.  But that’s how God chooses: He chooses unfairly.

Opening Prayer

God our Father, who does not choose His own children according to what we do, but unfairly, 
according to Your mercy; have mercy and give us Your Son to believe in for the forgiveness of 
our sin, and so make us righteous; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.



Essential Vocabulary

✏️ For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:     

idolater- one who worships idols (false gods); a person whose heart relies and depends 
on anything other than the one true God

heir- one’s child; someone who is designated to receive everything that belongs to a 
person upon that person’s death

believe- to trust; to have faith in; to rely and depend on something with one’s whole 
heart

counted [reckoned]- made to be so from outside yourself

righteous- made right/justified before God; one is made righteous by faith alone.

Seed-  the promised Son who would redeem His people from sin, death, and the devil: 
Jesus Christ

Video Lesson:               Abraham: It Started with a Promise

This video displays how Abraham became a “father of faith”. Abraham wasn’t looking for God, yet 
God picked Abraham to receive the promise of Christ.

The Bible’s Organization 

Intro to Bible Organization: You’ve likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did 
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the 
individual books. 

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to 
see which books are in each section. 

✏️ Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular 
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? The Pentateuch is also known as the five books of Moses.  That’s what the 
word “pentateuch” means: five books.  Moses wrote these books, which include Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

Genesis is the first book in the Bible.  In this book, we hear how God created everything, including 
human beings, by speaking.  He created us to have faith, but we lost that faith when we were 
turned away from trusting God.  

Because of this sin, or unbelief, we are cursed and die.  But early on in Genesis, God gave the 
promise of His Son who would finally rescue us from sin and death.  Abraham was one of the key 
people to and through whom God chose to give this promise. 

Today’s lesson comes from the 15th through the 22nd chapters of Genesis.



Teachers: The next part of the interactive lesson includes an option to “Sing Boldly”. This 
video will teach you how to sing the hymn, “The God of Abraham Praise”. It o�ers how 
Scripture has shaped the words we sing.

Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory 
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part 
of “Here I Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you 
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you 
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created 
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear I Hear & Speak” section so that all can 
learn more about the Bible.

Here I Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

In the Word: 

Re-read Genesis 12:2 and God’s promise to Abraham: “And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.”

What was the promise that God gave Abraham?  

✏️ Teacher Note: God will make a great nation of Abraham. He will make his name great. In 
other words, Abraham’s family is going to be huge!  He will have lots and lots of descendants.

What does God say will be a result of Abraham receiving this promise?  

✏️ Teacher Note: He will be a blessing.

Read verse 3: “I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

How will Abraham be a blessing to “all the families of the earth”?  

Lesson Pop-Out: Let’s read what Martin Luther had to say about this verse: “If, as the words 
clearly indicate, this promise is to be extended to all the nations or families of the earth, who 
else, shall we say, has dispensed this blessing among all nations except the Son of God, our 
Lord Jesus Christ?”

God not only chose Abraham to hear His promise, but also to be the one from whose 
descendants the promised Christ would be born.    

But that did not mean life would be easy for Abraham. In fact, Abraham would have all sorts 
of troubles throughout his life, especially after God gave him this promise.  

When trouble came, read what God said to Abraham again: I will make your o�spring as the 
dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your o�spring can be 
counted.  (Genesis 13:16) 



There’s the promise. You see, when Abraham’s faith in the promise was attacked, God was 
faithful to deliver the promise to Abraham again and give him faith.  

Could you count the dust of the earth?  

Have you ever sung the song that goes, “Father Abraham had many sons…”? How many sons 
(descendants) has God promised Abraham? 

God has promised Abraham more sons (descendants) than you could ever count.

But, as time went on, Abraham and his wife Sarah still didn’t have any children. Abraham 
worried that one of his servants would end up inheriting everything he had. So God made it 
clear: 

Read Genesis 15:4-5. “And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be 
your heir; but your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your o�spring be.”

What is an heir?  

✏️ Teacher Note: one’s child; someone who is designated to receive everything that belongs 
to a person upon that person’s death

Who would be Abraham’s heir?  

✏️ Teacher Note: Abraham’s own biological child, who still hadn’t been born yet, would inherit 
what belonged to Abraham: the promise of Christ.

Now read verse 6: “And [Abraham] believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as 
righteousness.”

What does it mean to “believe the LORD”? What is righteousness?

✏️ Teacher Note: To trust Him. To have faith in Him. To believe that what He says is true. The 
righteous shall live by his faith (Habakkuk 2:4).  Righteousness=faith in God. Abraham’s trust 
was in the promise of Christ that God had given to him. However unlikely it appeared, 
Abraham believed that God would do what He said, and that faith was counted to Abraham as 
righteousness.

Still, many years went by, and Abraham and Sarah didn’t have a child.

Read Genesis 17:1: “When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abraham 
and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless.’”

What does it mean to walk before God and be blameless? Another word for blameless here is 
righteous.  So again, what is righteousness?  ✏️ Teacher Note: Faith. 

Lesson Pop-Out: Abraham’s righteousness is NOT that he chose to believe the promise no 
matter what. As we read over and over, Abraham couldn’t do that. Abraham’s righteousness is 
that God keeps giving the promise to him, because God is faithful and will do what He said. 
Abraham’s faith is finally that God will send His Son to forgive Abraham’s unbelief – that’s the 
faith that’s counted to him as righteousness.  



What made Abraham righteous was NOT that He didn’t have sin–because that’s simply not 
true! Abraham was a sinner like us. Faith in God’s promise makes Abraham righteous, and 
Abraham had done nothing to deserve that.

Again, when God chooses you, He’s not giving you what you deserve. Instead, He is forgiving 
your sin on account of His Son. That’s unfair. In other words, it’s mercy.

Read Genesis 21:1-3: “The LORD visited Sarah as he said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had 
promised. And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which 
God had spoken to him. Abraham called the name of the son who was born to him, whom 
Sarah bore him, Isaac.”

Sarah was a woman over ninety years old who had never been able to have children. God 
caused Sarah to conceive and give birth to a son who would be named Isaac. 

God did what exactly He said He would do. He cannot lie.

But now skip ahead to chapter 22: “[God] said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and o�er him there as a burnt o�ering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.’” Genesis 22:2

What did God tell Abraham to do with his son Isaac?  

✏️ Teacher Note: God told Abraham to do the unthinkable: to kill his own son, the one through 
whom God had promised His Christ would come.

And Abraham went. “Abraham said, ‘God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt 
o�ering, my son.’  So they went, both of them together.” (Genesis 22:8) How could Abraham 
do that?

Read Hebrews 11:17-19: “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, o�ered up Isaac, and he who 
had received the promises was in the act of o�ering up his only son, of whom it was said, 
“Through Isaac will your o�spring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise 
him from the dead.”

Even if he killed Isaac, what did Abraham believe God would do?  

✏️ Teacher Note: Raise Isaac from the dead. God is almighty. That means that what He says, 
happens – every. single. time. That includes raising a dead son to life. So, as Martin Luther 
writes, Abraham trusts that God “will restore his dead son to life; for just as he saw that Isaac 
was born out of a worn-out womb and of a sterile mother, so he also believed that he was to 
be raised after being buried and reduced to ashes, in order that he might have descendants.”

Just as Abraham was about to do the unthinkable, and he raised the knife to kill his own son, 
the angel of the LORD called out to him: “Abraham, Abraham!” Angel means messenger, and 
this messenger was delivering a word directly from God: “Do not lay your hand on the boy or 
do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, 
your only son from me.” 

And then the angel preached God’s promise to Abraham again: “I will surely bless you, and I 
will surely multiply your o�spring as the stars of heaven and as the sand of the seashore. And 
your o�spring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your o�spring shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” (Genesis 22:17-18)



The word translated as “o�spring” in most of our Bibles is zerah. In Hebrew, it means seed. It 
is the same word used in Genesis 3 when God promises that the Seed born of a woman will 
crush the serpent’s head. Who is this Seed?    

✏️ Teacher Note: the promised Son who would redeem His people from sin, death, and the 
devil: Jesus Christ. The word translated as “obeyed” in most of our Bibles is shama. In 
Hebrew, it means heard. So God promises: In your Seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, because you have heard my voice.

This promise is the forgiveness of sin for Christ’s sake, and God chooses to give it to you by 
speaking it so you can hear it, for you. Faith comes through hearing.  

All those to whom God chooses to give this faith are the children of Abraham. Like the stars of 
heaven and the sand on the seashore, they are more numerous than you could ever count.

Because your faith is in the promise of Christ that you hear for you, it is counted to you as 
righteousness.  

Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verse: Genesis 15:6 & Genesis 22:18

And [Abraham] believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as righteousness. Genesis 
15:6 (ESV)
All the nations of the earth shall be blessed through your o�spring, because you have 
listened to my voice. Genesis 22:18 (LEB)

Learning Check

God chose Abraham
by putting Abraham through a series of tests over many years to see if he was worthy.
by giving Abraham a promise.
because of Abraham’s own worthiness and righteousness.
all of the above

True or false: When God chose Abraham, Abraham was an idolater.

Righteousness before God is 
faith alone.
proven by your actions or good works.
earned by living a worthy life.
none of the above.



How did Abraham come to believe (have faith) in God?
He heard God’s promise preached to him.
He always had faith.
He made a decision to believe in God.

True or False: After Abraham heard a promise from God, his life became much easier.

What did God do whenever the promise He gave to Abraham was attacked?
God wondered if maybe He should have chosen someone else.
God left it up to Abraham and Sarah to decide if they would still believe.
God preached the promise to Abraham again.

Who is the Seed through whom “all the families of the earth will be blessed”?
Abraham
Isaac
Moses
Jesus

True or false: God gives His promise unfairly (out of mercy for you).

Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Almighty God, You gave the promise of your Son to Abraham, making him 
righteous by faith. Though we do not deserve it, keep preaching this same promise to us, and 
so keep us in Your Word and in faith even to eternal life; through Christ Jesus Your Son our 
Lord we pray. Amen.

Benediction: (Name), the God of Abraham, whose name is Father Son and Holy Spirit, bless 
you now and forever. Amen.


