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Though we will suffer for the sake of others, our hope is not in our suffering;
itis in the promise of Jesus Christ that was given to us in Baptism.

Students will be able to:

e Identify Peter as one of the twelve disciples and an apostle

e Define apostle

e lIdentify the source of our freedom and hope as the Word of the Lord, the imperishable
promise of Christ that has been preached to us

e Recognize that Christians will experience suffering for the sake of others

e Confess that God not only gives us His eternal promise in Baptism, but uses us, as royal
priests, to give that promise to others

e Memorize 1 Peter 1:24, 2:9, & 2:16

Lesson Overview: Who was Peter? In the introductions to his letters, Peter describes himself
as “an apostle of Jesus Christ” Peter also refers to himself as “a witness to the sufferings of
Christ, as well as a partaker of the glory that is going to be revealed” (1 Peter 5:1).

He was an eyewitness to the events recorded in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Not only was Peter one of Jesus’ disciples, but he is the most well-known of the twelve. He was
a fisherman from Galilee who had been known as Simon until Jesus renamed him Peter. On the
night when Jesus was handed over to be crucified, Peter denied that he even knew Jesus -
three times!

However, after He was resurrected, Jesus forgave Peter. The Gospel of Luke recounts that
Jesus revealed Himself to Peter and several others on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. There,
Jesus turned to Peter and repeatedly asked him: “Do you love me?” Three times, Peter
replied, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Each time, Jesus responded, “Feed my sheep.”

What do you think Jesus meant when he said, “Feed my sheep”? “ .Jesus was going to use
Peter to deliver the same promise to others that He had given to Peter: the forgiveness of sin.
To “feed my sheep” is to forgive their sin on account of Christ.

To feed Jesus’ sheep is to preach the Gospel. When Jesus sent Peter out to proclaim His
forgiveness to others in His name, Peter became an apostle of Jesus Christ. God used Peter to
fulfill the Great Commission: “Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to the whole
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, and whoever does not believe will
be condemned.” Mark 16:15-16




Opening Prayer

Merciful Lord, as You use us to carry Your unfailing Word into the whole creation, hold us
secure in the promise that makes us free: Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sin. In His
name we pray. Amen.

Essential Vocabulary
“., For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:

apostle - one who is sent; one chosen and sent by Christ to proclaim the Gospel in His name

Baptism - the sacrament God first and finally uses to choose a sinner as His own dear child
by forgiving his/her sin and joining him/her with Christ

imperishable - cannot be destroyed; enduring forever

Royal Priesthood - those who are called and given authority to forgive sins in Jesus’ name;
includes all baptized Christians

suffering - undergoing something, especially great trouble or distress

Video Lesson: Peter Preaching Christ

Peter is the best known disciple of Jesus. He denied Christ. Then he was given God’s mercy. He
baptized and gave people that same word of mercy. It sustains us, even through suffering.

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You've likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? Peter is the author of two epistles in the New Testament: 1 Peter and 2 Peter.

Key themes in 1 Peter include the certainty of God’s promise given in Baptism, boldness in the
face of suffering and persecution, the royal priesthood, and the importance of caring for others in
our various relationships.
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Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part
of “Here | Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can
learn more about the Bible.

0
Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

In the Word:

“Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as
servants of God.” (1 Peter 2:16)

In his 1520 treatise, The Freedom of a Christian, Martin Luther put it this way: “A Christian is a
perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all,
subject to all”

So, how can you be “perfectly free” and a “perfectly dutiful servant” at the same time?

Let’s start with what it means to “live as people who are free”. Just how free are you, anyway?
In the Lutheran liturgy, we confess that we are “in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.”
You need to be set free. What do you need to be set free from?

“. Teacher Note: You are in bondage to sin, death, and the power of the devil. The devil’s
power is deception, or lies, which he uses to get you to doubt what God says. Sin means
unbelief or doubt, and its consequence is death. The problem is, you cannot simply choose to
believe and set yourself free from these enemies. You need God to give you an unbreakable
promise to believe in.

But Peter writes: “You were ransomed.” In other words, you have been set free, “not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ.” (1 Peter 1:18-
19). *Lesson Pop-Out: You may recognize that Martin Luther used these verses in his
explanation of the Second Article of the Creed in the Small Catechism. For more on the
Second Article, check out our lesson, available at lutherhouseofstudy.org

And “if the Son sets you free, you will be free, indeed.” (John 8:36)

Nothing you have done or will do makes you free. Your freedom comes from being joined with
Jesus Christ. When were you first given Christ’s promise and joined with Him in His death
and resurrection?
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. Teacher Note: God first gave you this promise when you were baptized. Baptism is the
sacrament God uses first to choose you, a sinner, as His own dear child by forgiving your sin
and joining you with Christ in His death and resurrection.

Peter is crystal clear about this: the source of your freedom is the promise of Christ that you
receive in Baptism. Check out some of the ways Peter describes this promise:



“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead,
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who
by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation to be revealed in the last
time.” (1 Peter 1:3-5)

What are some of the words or phrases that Peter uses to describe Baptism?

“. Teacher Note: born again; resurrection; an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading; kept in heaven for you; guarded through faith. These are all descriptions of Baptism.

In chapter 3, Peter compares Baptism to the ark in which Noah and his family were kept safe
during the flood. “Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21) What does Baptism do now?

“. Teacher Note: It saves you. It doesn’t do this by washing dirt off your body, like a bath or
shower. Instead, it saves you by applying God’s promise to you, once and for all. That promise
gives you a good conscience-in other words, it gives you the faith that Jesus Christ died for
your sin and has given His resurrection to you by forgiving your sin.

You might think life would get easier because of this promise. But Peter writes, “Beloved, do
not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12)

What does Peter say should not surprise you?
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. Teacher Note: “The fiery trial” that will come upon you. Being a Christian does not mean
that your life willimprove or become any easier. It doesn’t mean bad things won’t happen to
you or those you love. In fact, being a Christian means you are going to suffer.

But Peter reminds us, our hope is not in suffering.

“You have been born again, not of a perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living
and abiding word of God; for ‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of the grass.
The grass withers, the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever’ And this word is
the good news that was preached to you.” (1 Peter 1:23-25)

Everything else is only temporary; like grass and flowers, it will wither and fall. But one thing
remains forever. What is it?
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. Teacher Note: The Word of the Lord. Even when trials come, God’s Word cannot and will
not fail. It is imperishable. This is the freedom of a Christian: our hope is not in our suffering,
but in Christ’s unbreakable promise. The source of all our boldness is “the living and abiding
Word of God”, which was given to you in Baptism.

Because God has given His eternal and unfailing promise to you, your eternal future is
completely certain. So, you are free from having to save yourself. Now, you become “a
perfectly dutiful servant of all.” In other words, you can be used, and even suffer, for the sake
of others without having to worry about yourself.

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light” (1 Peter 2:9)



By giving you His promise in Baptism, God made you a “royal priest.” All baptized Christians
are members of the Royal Priesthood. What does a royal priest do?

“. Teacher Note: A royal priest “proclaims the excellencies” of Jesus Christ. In other words,
you will be used to “feed His sheep.” Like He did with Peter, Jesus will use you to deliver the
same promise to others that He has given to you: the forgiveness of sin. This is the mission of
a royal priest, and God made you one when He baptized you.

The way we treat other people is important, and it shouldn’t be allowed to get in the way of
our royal mission to proclaim Christ. So, the freedom of being forgiven in Christ has
implications for all our relationships.

These implications for all our relationships include:

e our most intimate relationships, such as the relationship between a husband and wife:

o “Wives, be subject to your own husbands,” and “Likewise, husbands, live with your
wives in an understanding way, showing honor” (1 Peter 3:1,7)

e our relationships with others as citizens of a community and nation:

o “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the
emperor as supreme, or to governors sent by him to punish those who do evil and to
praise those who do good.” (1 Peter 2:13)

e relationships between employers and employees:

o “Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle

but also to the unjust.” (1 Peter 2:18)

How does being free in Christ affect each of these relationships?

“. Teacher Note: Having been made completely free by the Gospel, we can serve our
neighbors without self-interest, even “enduring sorrows while suffering unjustly.” (1 Peter 2:19)

Your freedom is the Word of God. Suffering is not eternal-it will eventually come to an end,
but God’s Word remains forever. That eternal Word is a promise-the Gospel of Jesus Christ
that was preached to you:

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds, you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24).

Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verses: 1 Peter 1:24, 2:9, & 2:16

e “The Word of the Lord remains forever.” 1 Peter 1:24
e "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his

marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9
e “Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as
servants of God." 1 Peter 2:16

Learning Check

e True or False: Suffering is not part of a Christian’s life.
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e The Word of the Lord remains...
for a little while.

o

o foras long as you can keep it.
o forever.
o None of the above
[N
e True or False: Baptism saves you.
[N

e Peter was
o the author of two epistles in the New Testament.
o an apostle.
o adisciple of Jesus who denied Him three times.
o all of the above

E

e A person like Peter, sent by Christ to proclaim the Gospel in His name, is called an
o apostle
o epistle
o commissioner
o None of the above

&

e A Royal Priest...
o means anyone who is baptized into Christ.
o has been given the mission of proclaiming the Gospel to others.
o has been given the authority to forgive sin in Jesus’ name.
o All of the above

X
Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Almighty God, we give You thanks that, in Your mercy, You have called us out

of darkness into Your marvelous light. Use us now, as Your royal priests, to forgive the sin of
others on account of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Benediction: The God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will
Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. Amen.
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