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TEACHER GUIDE
Paul’s Preaching

Galatians

Lesson 23

Justification is by faith in Christ alone and not by works of 
the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.

Students will be able to:

Explain what Gospel means
Recognize that whenever anyone tries to add any part of the law as a requirement for 
justification, they are preaching contrary to the Gospel
Identify Jesus Christ as the Seed promised throughout the Old Testament
Confess that it is impossible for the law to justify you
Confess that justification is by faith in Christ alone
Memorize Galatians 2:16 & 3:13. 

Lesson Overview:  “Oh, foolish Galatians!” The apostle Paul knew he had preached Christ’s 
promise to the Galatians. However, Paul had gotten some shocking news about them, and the 

letter to the Galatians was his response. Paul wrote: “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 
him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to another gospel–not that there is another 

one, but there are some who trouble you or want to distort the gospel of Christ.” (Galatians 1:6-7)

What was the shocking news Paul had heard about the Galatians? ✏️ Paul had heard that the 
Galatians were being turned away from the Gospel of Christ and toward a different, false gospel.

What is the Gospel? ✏️ Gospel means “good news”. In Galatians 1:3, Paul gives this good news: “the 
Lord Jesus Christ gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will 

of our God and Father.” You didn’t do anything to deserve it; it is pure grace–a free gift from God.

Is there another gospel? ✏️ Paul is crystal clear about this: there is no other Gospel. However, 
that didn’t stop people from trying to distort or change the Gospel’s pure, clear message.  But Paul 
knew that whenever you try to change or add something to the Gospel, it’s no longer the Gospel.  

“For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. 
For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus 

Christ.” (Galatians 1:11-12) From whom did Paul receive the Gospel? 

✏️ Paul says He received the Gospel through a revelation of Jesus Christ. In other words, Paul received 
the Gospel from Jesus Christ Himself. *For more on this, see Acts 9:1-22, Acts 22:1-16, and Acts 26:9-18. 

Because Jesus Christ was the one who gave the Gospel to Paul, Paul knew it was most 
certainly true. Therefore, it could not be improved upon or added to–Christ cannot lie.



Opening Prayer

Lord, defend us against all those who would try to distort or change Your Gospel’s pure, clear 
message that our sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. Keep this good news in our ears and our 
hearts, now and forever; in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Essential Vocabulary

✏️ For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:     

circumcision- the removal of the skin covering the head of the penis; commanded by God to 
Abraham and his descendants as a sign in the flesh that God keeps His promise

law- God’s word that shows us our sin. It tells us what we should and shouldn’t do and shows 
us how we fail to do what it requires.

Gospel- good news. God’s promise that Jesus Christ, who was killed for your sin, was raised to 
forgive you all your sin

Seed- the promised Son who would redeem His people from sin, death, the devil; Jesus Christ

works- one’s actions or deeds

justification- being made right or righteous before God; You are justified by faith, which is a 
free gift from God. 

Video Lesson:               Paul’s Preaching: Galatians

Paul had been devoted to God’s law. Then he received the gospel, and, with it, a new life. This 
video details this gospel message that Paul carried, and how it was different than the message that 
other false preachers were proclaiming.

The Bible’s Organization 

Intro to Bible Organization: You’ve likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did 
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the 
individual books. 

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to 
see which books are in each section. 

✏️ Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular 
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? Galatia was a region located in modern-day Turkey. The apostle Paul had 
traveled and preached in Galatia, establishing several Christian congregations there. Paul wrote 
the letter to the Galatians after hearing reports that false preachers had come to them, 
completely obscuring the Gospel by adding requirements to it from the law. 

In this letter, Paul makes clear that when any part of the law is added to the Gospel as a 
requirement of justification, it ceases to be the true Gospel of Jesus Christ and becomes a false 
gospel. Justification is by faith in Christ alone and not by works of the law.



Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory 
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part 
of “Here I Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you 
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you 
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created 
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear I Hear & Speak” section so that all can 
learn more about the Bible.

Here I Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

In the Word:

Paul knew that the Gospel had been preached to the Galatians because he was the one who 
preached it.  But later on, “certain persons” came and started preaching something else.

These false preachers told the Galatians that the Gospel they’d heard from Paul was a good 
start, but it wasn’t enough. Now, they said, you needed to do something to make justification 
work. In other words, these false preachers were adding requirements from the law to the 
Gospel. Specifically, the legal requirement added by these false preachers was circumcision. 

But Paul knew it would never end with circumcision.  He recognized that as soon as one part 
of the law gets added to the Gospel as a requirement, the whole law will creep in where it 
doesn’t belong. When anything other than Christ’s forgiveness of your sin is being required 
for your justification, it is no longer the Gospel being preached, no matter how “Jesus-y” it 
might sound. Let’s go through some key parts of Paul’s letter to find out more:

“Yet we know that a person is not justi�ed by works of the law but through faith in Christ 
Jesus, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justi�ed by faith in Christ and 
not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justi�ed.”(Galatians 2:16)

It is impossible for the law to justify you. So, how are you justified? 

✏️ Teacher Note: You are justified by faith in Christ alone–by trusting the promise that He 
died and was raised to give you: that your sins are forgiven for His sake.

“Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with 
faith?” (Galatians 3:2)

How did you receive the Holy Spirit? 

✏️ Teacher Note: Paul knows the answer: you received the Spirit by hearing with faith. In your 
Baptism, you were first given this faith, which simply trusts the Word of Christ given in and 
through the water.  Baptism is not a work of the law, but a pure promise. “He saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing or regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justi�ed by his grace we might become heirs 
according the hope of eternal life.” (Titus 3:5-7) 



“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.” (Galatians 3:13)

What does the law do with you? ✏️ Teacher Note: The law curses you. The curse of the law is 
death. “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law” (1 Corinthians 15:56)

But what has Jesus Christ already done with the law?  

✏️ Teacher Note: He redeemed us from the law by fulfilling it. Fulfilling it means He took your 
sin and owned it, all the way to the law’s inevitable conclusion: condemnation and death. He 
became the curse for us. “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes.”  (Romans 10:4)

“Now the promises were made to Abraham and his o�spring. It does not say, ‘And to o�springs,’ 
referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your o�spring,’ who is Christ.” (Galatians 3:16)

The word translated from Greek as “o�spring” means seed.  Who is the one Seed promised 
to Abraham? ✏️ Teacher Note: Jesus Christ is the singular o�spring (Seed) promised to 
Abraham:  “In your o�spring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 22:18)

“For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” Galatians 3:26

God made you His own child by giving you faith in Christ. Period. How did God first give you 
that faith? 

✏️ Teacher Note: In Baptism, God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit joined you with Christ and 
made you His daughter or son by giving you the promise that your sins are forgiven, once and 
for all.

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand �rm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery. Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage 
to you.” (Galatians 5:1-2)

If you accept that circumcision (or any other requirement of the law) is required for 
justification, what will happen?  

✏️ Teacher Note: Christ would be of no advantage to you. In other words, your sin would still 
be on you. If your sin is still on you, you’re lost and condemned, and there is nothing you can 
do about it.

Every man who accepts circumcision is obligated to keep the whole law. (Galatians 5:3)

Can anyone keep the whole law? 

✏️ Teacher Note: No. All the law can do with you is reveal that you have sinned and fallen short.

So Paul says, “Walk by the Spirit.” The Holy Spirit is the one who opens your ears to hear 
Christ’s promise of the forgiveness of sin. He is the one who gives you faith and keeps you in 
it. So, to walk by the Spirit is to cling to the Gospel and nothing else.

Does that mean the things you do aren’t important?  

✏️ Teacher Note: No. They are very important, but not for your justi�cation. They matter 
because your neighbor needs them from you.



The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against these things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23)

These are the things your neighbor needs from you. And, as Paul writes, they are the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit. Where does fruit grow? Fruit grows on a tree or vine. 

What things does a tree or a vine need to be healthy and productive? ✏️ Teacher Note: A tree 
or vine needs water, soil, nutrients, sunlight, etc., to be healthy and productive.

Can a tree provide any of these things for itself? ✏️ Teacher Note: No, a tree can’t provide any 
of these for itself. It needs to be given water, fertilizer, access to sunlight, etc., or it will die.

Does a tree decide whether or not it will bear fruit? ✏️ Teacher Note: No. It simply bears fruit 
because it is a tree. Jesus says, “Every good tree bears good fruit” (Matthew 7:17). By giving 
you His promise, Jesus provides you with what you need and makes you into a good tree, so 
you will bear good fruit.

So, is it up to you to produce the fruit of the Spirit? 

✏️ Teacher Note: No. The Holy Spirit is the one who produces this fruit through you. Faith 
doesn’t need to go looking for it. Looking for the fruit of the Spirit as proof of justification is 
simply another way people try to add the works of the law as a requirement of the Gospel. 
But producing fruit cannot and will not justify you; Christ’s promise accomplishes that all by 
itself. 

The fruit of the Spirit is for your neighbor. Having already justified you by faith, the Holy Spirit 
will work through you to produce this fruit for the benefit of others.

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world 
has been cruci�ed to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creation. (Galatians 6:14-15)

The desire to justify yourself by anything you do is sin–and it ends in the death of Jesus 
Christ on the cross. But Christ was raised from the dead to create a new thing in you: faith. 
You are justified by this faith alone: Your sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake.

Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verses: Galatians 2:16 & 3:13

“Yet we know that a person is not justi�ed by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ.”  (Galatians 2:16)
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.” (Galatians 3:13)

Learning Check

 The Gospel is
good news.
the announcement that Jesus Christ, who died for your sin, is resurrected to forgive 
your sin. 
undeserved; pure grace; a free gift from God for you.
all of the above.



From whom did Paul receive the Gospel?
from Jesus Christ Himself
from Peter
from the Galatian Christians
none of the above

If someone tells you that you need to do something for Christ’s promise to work once it 
has been given to you, you can be sure that…

this is false and completely contrary to the Gospel you received from Christ.
they are partly correct.
your works are important because they are proof of your justification before God.
all of the above.

True or False: Jesus Christ is the one and only Seed who was promised to Abraham.

True or False: Paul realized that certain requirements of the law could be added to the 
Gospel, as long as you didn’t add too many.

True or False: It is impossible for the law to justify you.

How did you receive the Holy Spirit?
by doing good works for your neighbor
by being circumcised
by giving your life to Jesus Christ
by hearing with faith, which first happened in your Baptism.

True or False: You are completely justified before God by faith in Christ alone.

Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Almighty God, we confess that nothing we do will ever make us right before 
You.  All our e�orts to justify ourselves are nothing but sin. So do not let us be seduced into 
false belief, but forgive our sin and keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith that justifies 
us all by itself; in His name we pray. Amen.

Benediction:  (Name), grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


