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Christ’s church is when and where the Gospel of
the forgiveness of sin is preached in His name.

Students will be able to:

e Define “church” and “apostle”

e Connect the power of the Holy Spirit with the preached word of Christ to do what it says

e Identify Pentecost as a preaching event in which the Holy Spirit delivered a sermon
through a preacher

e Describe the two parts of Peter’s sermons: 1. You killed Jesus. 2. God raised Him to give
you His promise.

e Memorize Acts 2:38

Lesson Overview: What comes to mind when you hear the word “church”?

Martin Luther wrote: “God be praised, a seven-year-old child knows what the church is. holy
believers and ‘the little sheep who hear the voice of their shepherd.’ This is why children pray
in this way, ‘I believe in one holy Christian church."”

So, what makes the church holy? Is it stained-glass windows? Robes and special clothes?
Helping your neighbor? Feeding the poor? No. None of these things makes the church holy.
Luther continues, “Its holiness exists in the Word of God and true faith.”

Believers get faith by hearing “the voice of their shepherd.”

That’s what Christ’s church does: it preaches Christ for the forgiveness of your sin. When and
wherever this gospel is being purely preached and the sacraments given according to it, that’s
the church. All the stained-glass windows in the world won’t make it Christ’s church unless
the gospelis actually being proclaimed to sinners there.

Opening Prayer

God, we pray that Your Word be taught in its truth and purity and that we as children of God
live in harmony with it. Open our ears to hear the voice of our Shepherd, Your Son, Jesus
Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Essential Vocabulary



“.. For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:
apostle - literally, one who is sent; one chosen and sent by Christ to proclaim the Gospel in His name

church - “the assembly of all believers among whom the gospel is purely preached and the holy
sacraments are administered according to the gospel” (Augsburg Confession VII:1)

Great Commission - the words Jesus Christ uses to send forth His church in Matthew 28:19-20
Pentecost - the day when the Spirit descended on the apostles, empowering them to preach the Gospel

repentance - being turned away from your own righteousness and toward the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ

Video Lesson: Christ’s Church Proclaims Christ

What Jesus did and said after His resurrection was shocking to the disciples. They would be the
ones declaring repentance and forgiveness to all nations. The promise is that the Holy Spirit would
empower them in their work of preaching and baptizing in the name of Christ. We get to read this
story and more in the book of Acts. This is how the Holy Spirit establishes and sustains the Church.

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You’ve likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? Luke, the author of the gospel of Luke, is also the author of Acts. In the first
chapter of Acts, the resurrected Jesus tells His disciples, “You will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth” The power of the Holy Spirit is the power of Jesus’ words to do what
they say. The church is Christ’s church because it preaches Jesus’ words.

The book of Acts records the ministry and preaching of the church, not only in Jerusalem but to
all nations, beginning with the Holy Spirit’s arrival on Pentecost.
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Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part
of “Here | Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can
learn more about the Bible.
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Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

In the Word:

During the forty days after His resurrection, Jesus repeatedly showed up among His disciples.
In the last two verses of Matthew, Jesus, resurrected from the dead, told His disciples:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you.
And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

That’s called the Great Commission. What was Jesus telling His disciples to do?

“. Teacher Note: Go and make disciples of all nations. Jesus is sending His disciples out into
the world to preach. How are you going to do that? By using Jesus’ words — baptizing them “in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”

The disciples were now apostles. What does apostle mean?

“. Teacher Note: The Greek word apostolos literally means “one who is sent with orders”. An
apostle is one who is chosen and sent by Christ to proclaim the Gospel in His name. So when
Jesus said, “Go!” the disciples became apostles.

Luke records that right before Jesus ascended into heaven, He stood among His disciples and
said, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,
that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:47)

Why did Jesus say He had to suffer death and be raised?

“. Teacher Note: That repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed
[preached] in His name to all nations.

What is repentance?

L/

. Teacher Note: People often think of repentance as something you do, like showing how sorry
you are for your sin or trying to change your behavior. But in the Bible, repentance isn’t
something you do, instead, it’s something God does to you by His Word. Repentance means being
turned away from your sin and toward the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Luke is also the author of the book of Acts. In Acts 1, Jesus ascends into heaven. Ten days
later, the Holy Spirit descended on the apostles at Pentecost. Filled with the Holy Spirit, they
began to preach. What were they preaching?

“. Teacher Note: Repentance for the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name. That’s the Gospel. As
the apostles preached, something amazing happened: people who were gathered in
Jerusalem from every nation under heaven heard the Gospel preached, each in their native
language!

How was this a fulfillment of the Great Commission given in Matthew 28?



“. Teacher Note: Remember that Jesus’ Great Commission was for the disciples to go and
make disciples of all nations. When the Gospel was preached on Pentecost, there were people
there from “every nation under heaven” (v. 5). And “each one of them was hearing.”

Then Peter stood up and began to preach. Acts 2 records his sermon. It comes down to this:

1. “You killed Him." (Paraphrased from Acts 2:23)
2. “God raised Him to say something to you, right now.” (Paraphrased from Acts 2:32-33)

By these words, they were “cut to the heart.” What do you think that means?

.

. Teacher Note: When someone is pierced or cut to the heart, that is a deadly wound. All of
their efforts to be righteous in the law were squashed. They had just heard that there was
nothing they could do-no amount of showing how sorry they were would make their sin
right. The deed was already done-Jesus had been killed. Even more, God had raised Him
from the dead to say something to them. That meant the hour of judgment had come, and
they’d just been declared guilty of Jesus’ death.

So they cried out, “What shall we do?!” Peter responded, “Repent and be baptized, every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit." (Acts 2:38)

What promise is given in Baptism?

“. Teacher Note: The promise given in Baptism is the forgiveness of your sins. “Repent” and
“be baptized” are not two separate things. Repent means to be turned away from what you do
and instead toward the promise that your sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. God’s Word
repents you by turning you toward the promise you receive in Baptism.

“For this promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom
the Lord our God calls to Himself."

For whom is this promise of the forgiveness of sins?

“. Teacher Note: “You and your children and all who are far off” “Far off” means God’s
promise is only for sinners: in order to be forgiven by Jesus Christ, you have to sin against
Him first. You don’t get to decide whether you’ll receive this promise, either. It is for those
“whom the Lord our God calls to Himself.”

So, how does one hear this promise?

I

. Teacher Note: God calls you to Himself by sending a preacher to you and opening your
ears to hear His promise. You first heard this promise in Baptism. Then, God sends preachers
to give you this promise again in preaching, the Lord’s Supper, and the absolution, as often as
you need to hear it. Whenever this is taking place, then and there is Christ’s church. That’s
how the Holy Spirit uses the church to keep you in faith.

Later, as he and John were walking into the Temple in Jerusalem, Peter healed a man who had
been lame from birth by speaking to him in Jesus’ name. This is the power of the Holy Spirit-
the power of the Word to do what it says. When the people in the Temple saw what had
happened, they were amazed. They came running and formed a crowd. (Acts 3:1-10)

How did God use this miraculous healing to preach the Gospel?



“. Teacher Note: God used the healing to gather the crowd so that the Gospel could be
preached to them.

So Peter preached to them. Here is the sermon he preached: You killed the author of life,
whom God raised from the dead. Acts 3:15 “, Teacher Note: There it is again: “You killed
Him. God raised Him.” Repent, therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out.
Acts 3:19 “, Teacher Note: “He has something to say to you, right now.”

What was Jesus raised from the dead to say to those who killed Him?
“. Teacher Note: That your sins are blotted out. In other words: your sins are forgiven.

God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of
you from your wickedness. (Acts 3:26)

Who does the turning/repenting? “ . Teacher Note: God does. He turns you away from your
sin and toward His promise of the forgiveness of your sin.

Peter and John were arrested, put on trial, and ordered to stop preaching in Jesus’
name. How had people responded to Jesus when He preached the forgiveness of sin?

Lt

. Teacher Note: They grumbled. They were perplexed and offended. They accused Him of
being evil. Eventually, they killed Him. Therefore, it’s not surprising that when the apostles
preached in Jesus’ name, people became “greatly annoyed.” When we proclaim Jesus’ words
today, we should not be surprised when people grumble, take offense, hurl accusations, and
even react with violence. Jesus tells us that’s exactly what’s going to happen.

Eventually, the apostles were thrown into prison because they wouldn’t stop preaching the
Gospel. But then God sent an angel to open the prison doors. The angel said to them, “Go
and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” (Acts 5:20)

“This Life” is eternal life. Who has the words of eternal life?

“. Teacher Note: Jesus does. Peter confessed this in John 6: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life.” The words of eternal life are the Gospel. When you hear the Gospel
for you, you have exactly what Jesus’ words say: the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.

Here is the sermon they preached: The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by
hanging him on a tree. (Acts 5:30)

Sound familiar? You killed Him. God raised Him.

God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given to those who obey Him. (Acts 5:32)

The word translated as obey means hear in Greek. Do you control what you hear or don’t hear?

“. Teacher Note: No. God didn’t give you “ear-lids” so you could shut your ears the way you
shut your eyes. You don’t control what you hear or what others say. Obeying God is not a
matter of following a set of instructions, it’s a matter of hearing what God says to you. God
gives repentance to you. His Word does what it says—every time. He is active. You are passive.



The power of the Holy Spirit is the power to proclaim repentance and forgiveness in Jesus’
name. For we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard. Acts 4:20.

Whenever the apostles preached the Gospel, whose words were they using?

“. Teacher Note: They were using Jesus’ words, and Jesus’ words do what they say—every time.
What is the church?

“. Teacher Note: It is “the assembly of all believers among whom the gospel is purely
preached and the holy sacraments are administered according to the gospel.” (from the
Augsburg Confession, a confession of the Christian faith made almost 500 years ago).

Is the church a building?

.

. Teacher Note: No. Although we sometimes use the word “church” to refer to a building
where people gather, Christ’s church isn’t a building. The Gospel can be preached and the
sacraments given outdoors, in a prison cell, in a hospital room, etc. The church is wherever that
is happening. On the other hand, where the Gospel is hot being preached, there is no church!

Is the church a group of good people who do good deeds and help other people?

“. Teacher Note: No. Although Christians do help other people, our good deeds are not what
make us the church. Many organizations and groups that are very helpful to people are NOT
the church.

The Church is wherever Christ’s forgiveness of sin is being preached and heard in the Word
and Sacraments. When this Gospel is being preached, whose words are being used?

L/

. Teacher Note: When the Gospel is purely preached, it is Jesus’ words that are being spoken
through the one preaching.

And when God speaks, it happens. The repenting and forgiving are God’s work, through His
Word. He opens your ears so you hear it, for you. When and wherever this is happening, then
and there is the church.

X
Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verse: Acts 2:38

e “Repent and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

N
Learning Check

e Christ’s church is when and wherever...
o acongregation belongs (or doesn’t belong) to a certain church organization.
o abuilding has a sanctuary with beautiful stained-glass windows and furniture.
o the Gospel is purely preached and the sacraments are given according to it.
o people are serving their neighbors and helping the poor.
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e Anapostleis...
o someone who can speak in tongues.
o one chosen and sent by Jesus to preach the Gospel.
o asinless person.
o all of the above.

&

e True or False: The power of the Holy Spirit is the power of Christ’s words to do what they say.

E

e Peter’s sermon in Acts says:
o You killed Jesus Christ.
o The Father raised Him from the dead.
o Jesus has something to say to you right now.
o All of the above

&

e Jesus’ words to His disciples in Matthew 28:19-20 are known as the...
o Great Commission.
o Sermon on the Mount.
o Sermon on the Plain.
o Beatitudes.

€2

e Repentanceis...
o something God does to you through His Word.
o your job-when you make an effort to show how sorry you are for your sin.
o ajoint effort between you and God.
o All of the above

A
Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Repent us, Lord. You have the words of eternal life. Gather us to hear Your
forgiveness on account of Christ for ourselves; and as You send us out to preach this Gospel
to others, keep us steadfast in Your Word and faith; through Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

Benediction: (Name), receive the gift of the Holy Spirit: your sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name.
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