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Jesus isn’t just controversial, His gospel is offensive as it invades a
world bound in the devil’s grasp and entrenched against God, its creator.

Students will be able to:

e Use Scripture to identify reactions that people had (and have) to Jesus

e Connect peoples’ offense at Jesus with His ministry of forgiving sin

e Recognize that people still react to the preaching of Christ with offense, accusation, and
violence

e Confess that Jesus was killed and resurrected to forgive the very ones who are offended
by Him and sin against Him

e Memorize 1 John 4:10.

Lesson Overview:
How deep is God’s love for you? How far would God go to deliver His mercy?

“In this is love, not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10)

Propitiation means God sent His Son into the world to shed His own blood to forgive your sin.
The promise of God’s forgiveness on account of Jesus Christ brings peace that doesn’t
depend on you or your circumstances at all; it depends only on God keeping His promise.
That’s how far God went to deliver His mercy to sinners.

But how do people react to Jesus? How do they respond to God sent into the world to deal
with our sin Himself? They don’t love Him-instead, they’re offended by Him. The gospels
make it clear that controversy surrounded Jesus everywhere He went. It still does. Why?
Because when Jesus has mercy on you, He’s giving you the opposite of what you deserve.

Jesus isn’t being fair, He’s playing favorites.

That’s not just controversial-it’s offensive.

Opening Prayer

Almighty God, we confess that, as sinners, we are offended by Your grace and mercy. Do not
give us what we deserve, but instead, have mercy on us, on account of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
whom You sent into the world to forgive our sin; in His name we pray. Amen.



Essential Vocabulary
“.. For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:

propitiation - a sacrifice that brings peace; the lengths to which God would go to deliver
His mercy to sinners

blasphemy - to speak falsely in God’s name; to accuse God of lying
offense - strong objection; outrage
authority - power, especially the power to determine and settle matters for others

betray - to hand someone over to an enemy; to abandon a person to harm or danger in
order to save yourself

Video Lesson: Jesus’ Conflicts

The Gospels testify that the Son of God was far from “welcome” in this world. Christ’s gave mercy,
but we told the Lord to mind his own business. God loved the world and sent His son. The world
did not love Him.

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You've likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? All four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, record people’s reactions to
Jesus and His ministry of forgiving sin. While, at first, some people “spoke well of him and
marveled at the gracious words that were coming out of his mouth,” (Luke 4:22) those same
people would later be “filled with wrath” and try to kill Him for the words He spoke.

Eventually, Jesus would be crucified for preaching God’s mercy to sinners. The gospels make it
clear that Jesus and His preaching are anything but welcome in a world captive to the devil and
bound to sin.
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Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part
of “Here | Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can
learn more about the Bible.
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Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

In the Word:

How do people react to God sent into the world, in the flesh, to forgive sin?
Let’s find out what Scripture says.

They grumble.

After this [Jesus] went and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And
he said to him, "Follow me.” And leaving everything, he rose and followed him. And Levi
made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and
others reclining at table with them. And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his
disciples, saying, “Why do you eat with tax collectors and sinners?"” (Luke 5:27-30)

What is grumbling? What were the Pharisees and scribes complaining about?

“. Teacher Note: The Greek word translated into English as “grumbled” means to murmurin a
low tone. It describes the sound of people complaining among themselves. The Pharisees and
scribes complained that Jesus, who they thought should be righteous according to the law,
spent time associating with public sinners like prostitutes and tax collectors.

They are perplexed - completely baffled; not knowing what to do; at a loss

Jesus sent out his apostles with the authority to cast out demons, cure diseases, and preach
the gospel.

“Now Herod the Tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was perplexed” (Luke 9:7)

Herod was the ruler of the region where Jesus lived. When word reached Herod about Jesus’
power, he was completely baffled—he didn’t know what to do. Herod said, “Who is this about
whom | hear such things?” He recognized that Jesus had power, but he had no idea who Jesus
was or where His authority came from.

They take offense at Jesus.

When Jesus preached to the congregation in His hometown of Nazareth, the people there
were shocked by what they heard Him say.

“Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter's son?
Is not his mother called Mary? Are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?
And are not all his sisters with us? Where did this man get all these things?" And they took
offense at him. (Matthew 13:54-57)

Why were they offended?

“. Teacher Note: Jesus grew up in the town of Nazareth. The people there knew Jesus and His
family. Because they didn’t think Jesus had the authority to say the things He was saying,
they were offended. Throughout the gospels, many people questioned the source of Jesus’
authority. For more examples see Matthew 21:23, Mark 6:1-3, and Mark 11:27-28.



They accuse Him of blasphemy.

[Jesus] said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were
sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak like that? He is
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (Mark 2:5-7)

Why are they accusing Jesus of blasphemy?

I

. Teacher Note: As the scribes themselves pointed out, only God can forgive sins. They
didn’t believe Jesus had the authority to say what He was saying, so they accused Him of
speaking falsely. However, Jesus IS God. So when He says your sins are forgiven, they ARE
forgiven. It is ironic that when the scribes accused Jesus of blasphemy, they were actually the
ones who blasphemed by calling Jesus a liar.

Who needs the forgiveness of sin?

.

. Teacher Note: Sinners do. Here we start to get at the real problem: people don’t want to be
named as sinners. But, to be forgiven, you have to be a sinner first. Now we start to
understand what’s so offensive about Jesus.

They accuse Him of being evil.

Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the
mute man spoke, and the people marveled. But some of them said, “He casts out demons by
Beelzebul, the prince of demons.” (Luke 11:14-15)

“. Teacher Note: *See also Matthew 9:32-34, Matthew 12:22-24, and Mark 3:22.

They were accusing Jesus of being evil - that His power to cast out demons came from the
devil. Why do you think they’re making these accusations?

/

.Teacher Note: They could see that Jesus had power-when He spoke, things happened. But
they couldn’t believe that Jesus’ power came from God, because the forgiveness He
preached wouldn’t make people better at doing the law.

Many of them said, "He has a demon and is insane; why listen to him?” Others said, “These
are not the words of one possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?
(John 10:19-21)

Are Jesus' words uniting or dividing people?

L

. Teacher Note: They are not uniting people but dividing them into two groups. One group
said Jesus was evil and possessed by a demon. The other group believed that Jesus’ words
had power that came from God.

“If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those
of his household.” (Matthew 10:25)

Jesus was accused of being evil for the words He spoke. What should we expect to happen
to us when we preach His words?

L

. Teacher Note: When we proclaim Jesus’ words today, we should not be surprised when
people grumble, take offense, hurl accusations, and even react with violence. In fact, Jesus
tells us that’s exactly what’s going to happen. But Jesus also says that He knows and cares for



every single hair on your head. No matter how people react, the promise Jesus has given to
you cannot fail-He cannot lie or deceive you.

They want Him to go away.

One time, after Jesus had preached to a large crowd on the shores of the sea of Galilee, He
told Peter to go out in his fishing boat and let down the nets. Peter, a professional fisherman,
had been fishing all night and had caught nothing. But, at Jesus’ word, Peter and his crew
hauled in so many fish that the nets were breaking and the boats began to sink.

But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees saying, ‘Depart from me, for | am a
sinful man, O Lord.” Luke 5:8

Another time, Jesus encountered a man who was tormented by many unclean spirits. By His
word alone, Jesus drove the evil spirits out of the man and into a herd of pigs, which rushed
into the sea and drowned.

And those who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed
man and to the pigs. And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. (Mark 5:17)

In both these cases, people had just witnessed the power of the word Jesus speaks doing
what it says. After they saw the power of His word, they wanted Jesus to go away.

Why do you think this is the case?

“. Teacher Note: Sinners don’t want God that near. When Jesus speaks, He speaks with the
authority of God. He IS God in the flesh, sent all the way down into our world. Sinners want
God to stay at a safe distance. But no matter what we want, Jesus doesn’t go away—-and He
won’t. He keeps coming-naming our sin and then giving His promise of forgiveness to specific
sinners, one by one, with the full authority of God.

They want to silence Him.

The gospels record several occasions when people spontaneously tried to kill Jesus,
including after He’d preached in His own hometown of Nazareth:

When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up
and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town
was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. (Luke 4:28-29).

In his gospel, John records two times people picked up stones to kill Jesus. (Read John 8:58-
59 and John 10:25-31.)

In each case, what did they hope to accomplish by killing Jesus?

l

. Teacher Note: They wanted to silence Jesus. Whether by throwing Him off a cliff or stoning
Him to death, they wanted to make Him stop speaking.

But each time they tried to silence Jesus, He slipped away. When Jesus didn’t stop, they
began conspiring-making plans—to kill Jesus.

From that day on, they made plans to put him to death. (John 11:53)

They betrayed Him.



[Judas] went to the chief priests and said “What will you give me if | deliver Him over to you?”
And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment, he sought an opportunity to
betray Him. (Matthew 26:14-16) “ ., Teacher Note: see also Mark 14:10 and Luke 22:6

And when they came to arrest Jesus, what did all the disciples do?

e Then all the disciples left Him and fled. (Matthew 26:56)
e And they all left Him and fled. (Mark 14:50)

They all betrayed Him. They all handed Him over to die for their sin. But Jesus didn’t only take
those disciples’ sin upon Himself-He took yours, too. So who else betrayed Jesus?

You did.
They killed Him.

Finally, Jesus didn’t slip away. He took your sin, made it His own, and underwent the
consequences of that sin: He was crucified, died, and was buried. Whose sin got Jesus killed?
Yours did. That’s what’s so offensive.

Now, let’s return to the word we started with: propitiation. It means Jesus Christ shed His
own blood to forgive the very same ones who betrayed and killed Him. That’s you.
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Sinners still don’t want God that near; they want Him to stay at a safe distance. But Jesus
doesn’t stay away—-and He won’t. Even death couldn’t silence Him. He was resurrected from
the dead, and so He continues to come to you — naming your sin and then forgiving it, once
and for all, with the power of His Word.

]
Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verse: 1 John 4:10

e /nthisis love, not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.

A
Learning Check

e Which of the following describe(s) how people reacted to Jesus and His preaching?
(select all that apply)
o They grumbled.

They accused Him of blasphemy.

They accused Him of being evil.

They tried to silence Him.

They tried to kill Him.

They betrayed Him.

They crucified Him.

None of the above.

O O O O O O O
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e True or false: Jesus was accused of blasphemy because He forgave sin.

€2

e True or false: People were only offended by Jesus in the past, so you shouldn’t expect
people to be offended by the Gospel today.

€2

e True or false: All of Jesus’ disciples betrayed Him.
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e Which word means this? A sacrifice that brings peace; the lengths to which God would go
to deliver His mercy to sinners

blasphemy

betrayal

propitiation

None of the above.

O
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Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Merciful God, hold us secure in the Word that You died and were raised to

give us, that our sin is forgiven through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

Benediction: (Name), God loves you so much that He sent His own Son to shed His own blood
to forgive your sin.
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