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Jesus’ miracles are signs showing that Jesus is God, so that when
He forgives your sin, you know who is giving you this promise.

Students will be able to:

Define miracle

Define authority

Confess that Jesus’ authority is the authority of God’s Word to do what it says

Explain that Jesus used miracles to reveal His authority so that you would know He has
the authority to forgive sin

e Confess that the good news of the kingdom of God is the forgiveness of sin

e Memorize John 6:26, John 20:31, and Mark 2:5.

Lesson Overview: In Mark 2, four men carried a paralyzed man to Jesus. Because a crowd had
gathered to hear Him, they couldn’t get to Jesus. So, instead of going through the door, the
men made a hole in the roof and lowered the paralyzed man down. Then something surprising
happened: Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

What do you think the four men wanted Jesus to do for the paralyzed man?

Some scribes were nearby, and when they saw and heard this, they questioned in their hearts:
“Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

The scribes were partly right: Only God can forgive sins.
Why did the words Jesus spoke to this man make the scribes upset?

Then Jesus said: “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—“l say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” And
he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them, so that they were all
amazed and glorified God, saying “We never saw anything like this!” (Mark 2:10)

Jesus said He healed the paralyzed man so that you may know that He has authority to
forgive sins. Only God can forgive sins, and this miraculous healing shows that Jesus is
God. Because He is God, Jesus’ Word does what it says—every time.




Opening Prayer

Almighty God, cause us to trust that Your Word always does what it says, so that when we
hear You say You forgive our sin, we believe it. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, we
pray. Amen.

Essential Vocabulary
“., For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:

authority - power, especially the power to determine and settle matters for others
miracle - an observable event showing God’s power over nature

blaspheme - to speak falsely in God’s name; to accuse God of lying

sign - something seen or felt that points to something else

manifest - to reveal or make clear

Video Lesson: Jesus’ Miracles

Jesus was quite popular at the beginning of his ministry. Miracles helped to accomplish this.
Jesus was sent to do much more than perform miracles, though!

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You've likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? When Jesus speaks, He speaks with authority. The Greek word for authority is
dynamis. We get the word “dynamite” from this. Like dynamite, Jesus’ words have explosive
power-the power to do exactly what they say. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all record that when
Jesus spoke, things happened. When His speaking demonstrated God’s power over nature by
turning water into wine, healing an illness, or raising a person from the dead, we call that a miracle.
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Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part
of “Here | Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can
learn more about the Bible.
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Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

In the Word:
Throughout all four gospels, Jesus performs miracles.

In John’s gospel, these miracles are referred to as signs. The signs Jesus performs point to
the fact that He is God and His words do what they say. The “first of Jesus’ signs” is recorded
in John 2. Jesus was at a wedding celebration with His mother Mary and His disciples. They
ran out of wine, so Mary came to Jesus and said, “They have no wine.”

What do you think Mary wanted Jesus to do about the lack of wine?
“. Teacher Note: Mary wanted Jesus to fix the problem-to provide more wine.
Jesus responded, “Woman, what has this to do with me? My hour has not yet come.”

In other words, “This isn’t what | was sent to do!” Jesus Christ-God in the flesh-was sent into
the world to preach the kingdom of God, which is the forgiveness of sins.

But what do we want Jesus to do?
“. Teacher Note: We want Jesus to improve our lives, fix our problems, and clean up our messes.

God has not come in the flesh to be the “savior of the wedding reception.” Still, that didn’t
stop Jesus from turning the water into wine. Jesus spoke, and the water became wine-not
just any wine: the good stuff-the best wine. His words always do what they say.

Now let’s read Matthew 4:23-25: “[Jesus was] proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every affliction among the people. So his fame spread throughout
all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains,
those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them.”

The result of all of Jesus’ preaching and healing was that “His fame spread.” As word got
around, whom did people bring to Jesus?

“. Teacher Note: They brought Him “all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and
pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics.” You might have
students imagine this huge mob of sick, injured, and demon-possessed people being brought
to Jesus to be healed. It’s like something from a zombie movie. What a scene!

They bringing these people to Jesus so that He would heal them. They wanted their lives to
be improved. And...He healed them.

Because of these healings, huge crowds came from all over and followed Jesus wherever He
went. But what Jesus said He had come to do was “preach the good news of the kingdom of
God” (Luke 4:43). The good news of the kingdom is that Jesus forgives your sin.

Jesus’ miracles demonstrated His power over nature, the devil, and even death itself, so that
you will know He has the authority to forgive sin.
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One of Jesus’ most well-known miracles is the feeding of the 5000. All four gospels record
this miracle. With only five loaves and two fish, Jesus fed over 5000 men, not to mention
women and children.

After this miracle, the crowds couldn’t find Jesus, so they were searching for Him. When they
found Him, Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, you are seeking me not because you
saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves” (John 6:26).

These people had seen a sign. It pointed to the power of Jesus’ word to do what it
says. People were seeking Him not because they wanted forgiveness, but because they
wanted more bread - full bellies.

Has Jesus come to give you a full belly? If not, what has He come to give you?
“. Teacher Note: The forgiveness of sin.
Why would we rather have a full belly than forgiveness?

“. Teacher Note: In order to be forgiven, first you have to be a sinner. Needing forgiveness
from Jesus means we have sinned against Him and we are helpless to free ourselves from
that sin.

Let’s go back to where we started, at the wedding. Remember that Jesus said, “What has this
to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” But Jesus turned the water into wine anyway.
“This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his
disciples believed in Him.” Jesus’ miracles manifest who Jesus is: He is God—-and His word
does what it says.

When the disciples saw the miracle of the water that became wine, they believed in Him.
They trusted that whatever Jesus says, happens.

“Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20:30-31)

So when Jesus hands over the kingdom to you-the forgiveness of your sin-you will believe
the words He says to you: “Child, your sins are forgiven.”

Ex
Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verses: John 6:26, John 20:31, and Mark 2:5

e “Truly, truly | say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you
ate your fill of the loaves.” John 6:26

e "“These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:31

e "“Son, your sins are forgiven." Mark 2:5
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Learning Check

e Matching (drag each term on the left to the correct definition on the right.

o Blaspheme (e) a. Something seen or felt that points to something else

o Miracle (c) b. To reveal or make clear

o Manifest (b) c. an observable event showing God’s power over nature

o Sign (a) d. Power, especially to determine matters for others

o Authority (d) e. To speak falsely in God’s name or accuse God of lying
[N

e Why did Jesus turn water into wine?
o He was showing off.

o He came to make people’s lives in this world better.
o To show that He has the power to forgive your sin.
o All of the above
[N
e When Jesus speaks...
o it happens.
o itis God speaking.
o He speaks with authority.
o All of the above
[N

e The “good news of the kingdom” that Jesus comes to preach is
o your sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake.
o feeding the hungry.
o really good wine.
o All of the above.

X
Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Heavenly Father, You give us everything we need, including food and all our
bodies require. Cause us also to believe and trust that You have given us everything we need
for eternal life through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Benediction: [Son/daughter], your sins are forgiven.
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