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Jesus chooses his disciples; they don’t choose him.
Students will be able to:

Define “disciple”.

Identify the previous vocations the disciples had.

Discover what the disciples left behind to follow Jesus’ promise.
Retell the stories of how the disciples were called.

Confess how you were called into faith by the promise of Jesus Christ.
Memorize Luke 5:10.

Lesson Overview: The baptism of Jesus Christ marks the beginning of his ministry on earth. In
the Bible, we get to read about what Jesus does and who he encounters along the way. One of
the trends that emerges in the gospel books is that a big part of Christ’s mission in this world
is to find sinners wherever they might be.

He meets with (and eats with) all sorts of people. Some of these people would become known
as his “disciples”. This lesson is about Jesus and his disciples and what Scripture has to say
about them.

Opening Prayer
Dear God, your call to faith is surprising in itself, and just as stunning are the people you
gather together to receive your mercy. Through the Holy Spirit, we ask that you would give us

belief in your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us the gift of faith in his death, resurrection, and the
risen word of forgiveness. Amen.

Essential Vocabulary

“.. For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:
Disciple: a forgiven betrayer of Jesus Christ
Election: God choosing a person by giving an unbreakable and eternal promise

Repentance: Having your mind changed from the outside



Sin: unbelief in the truth of God’s Word; being turned inward instead of to God’s promise

Mercy: the unfair gift of God’s grace, given through the forgiveness of sin

Video Lesson: Jesus’ Disciples

Jesus chooses disciples in a perplexing way. He chose ordinary people who needed him. He
insisted on surrounding himself with sinners, so that he could forgive them.

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You've likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? We first encounter these disciples in the New Testament within the Gospels -
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. However, these disciples later became apostles and we can trace
their words and movements in the book of Acts as well.

Some of the apostles, such as Peter and John, were inspired by the Holy Spirit to write letters
that we can read in Scripture. Those “epistles” are found near the end of the Bible.

Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part
of “Here | Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can
learn more about the Bible.

£
Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)
Group Activity:

You’ve heard of the “disciples” before. You might even know them by name, or what they did
or said as they followed Jesus during his ministry. Do you know what they were up to before
Jesus called them to follow him? Many of them fished for a living.

e Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John spent much of their lives fishing with nets.

e Philip, Thomas, and Bartholomew (aka Nathaniel) probably dabbled in the fishing
industry, too.

e Simon the Zealot was ... a zealot, engaged in politics and anarchy.

e Matthew (known as “Levi” in Luke’s gospel) was a tax collector.

e We’re not sure about the jobs that Thaddeus or James the son of Alphaeus had.




e We don’t know what Judas Iscariot did before his call to become a disciple, either, but he
served as the group’s treasurer.

The disciples weren’t from the same places, or even from the same group of people. It was a
diverse group in many ways. They didn’t do the same things, either. Before we discover what
these disciples had in common, let’s briefly discuss your current and potential future
vocations: (“Vocations” is a word that means “how God is using you in the world”.)

e What do you want to be when you grow up? Is there a certain job, career, or field that
you’d like to pursue in the future?

e What are your current jobs and responsibilities? How is God using you in the world right
now?

/

. TEACHER NOTE: Sometimes kids get the impression that everything is preparation (or
practice) for what is to come. It would be good to point out that God is applying them is
various ways, even right now.

In the Word:

e Read: Luke 5:1-11

e Imagine that you’re Simon Peter. You’re a fishing expert, but you haven’t caught anything
all night. You’re tired and probably want to go home. Then Jesus, who speaks with a
remarkable, strange authority, tells you to “let down the nets for a catch”.

e Whatis your response? What did Simon say?

“. TEACHER NOTE: At first, Simon said “We’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught
anything.” That’s probably close to what we’d say, too. “Throw out the nets? We just got done
cleaning them! What’s the use?” However, Simon noticed the authority by which Jesus spoke.
People were crowding around him and hanging on every word he said. There’s something
different about how Jesus uses words. After all - Jesus, the Word made flesh, was there from
the beginning. Jesus creates things with words. He created the light itself and everything else
in the universe. Simon doesn’t let down the nets because it makes sense. He lets down the
nets because Jesus said so!

e They caught so many fish that the boats began to sink! Put yourself in Simon’s flippers
again. What emotions would you have in that moment?

I

. TEACHER NOTE: On one hand, you’re catching so many fish that you could make a fortune.
This could save your fishing business! But the nets are breaking, and the boat is going to sink.
All of this is so far from “normal” that you’d likely be very afraid! What is happening? The
power of God is absolutely frightening. The in-your-face presence of Almighty God is
terrifying for us sinners.

e Jesus’ word calms the chaos. Why did Simon (and James and John and every follower of
Jesus Christ) become a disciple? Who is in charge?

L

. TEACHER NOTE: Simon (and all other disciples and believers) became a disciple because
God called him. God encountered him, and turned him into a follower. This happens
consistently in Scripture. It happens the same way today. Someone is used by God to deliver
his promise, and the Holy Spirit attaches you to that promise by faith. Once again, God is in
charge. He is the actor in matters of faith.

Jesus Christ turns your fear into peace when he speaks his word of promise. He turns a
fearful doubter into a believer. He makes faith where there was only unbelief before.



e Read: Matthew 9:9-13 (This story is also detailed in Luke 5:27-32.)

e Background Bit of Info #1: In those days in Israel, eating was considered something that
could make you “unclean” or “unrighteous”. The goal of the sacrificial system was to
preserve your own cleanliness in order to remain in God’s favor. If you ate something that
was considered “unclean”, you couldn’t be clean anymore. If you ate with a “sinner”, that
would defile you as well.

e Background Bit of Info #2: The chosen people of Israel identified tax collectors as the
worst of the worst. They made a living by collecting taxes to supply the Roman empire
with money, and they’d line their own pockets as well. Tax collectors were seen as
betrayers of Israel.

e Why were the Pharisees (the religious law experts) so mad about Jesus having dinner
with sinners?

I

. TEACHER NOTE: According to the Pharisees, Jesus was making things worse. He was
allowing sinners to infect others with their sin disease. This move did not fit their sacrificial
system of rituals that were supposed to produce righteousness.

e Who has Jesus come to save? Who is included? Who is excluded?

.

. TEACHER NOTE: Jesus came for the sick, not the well. He comes to save sinners, and he
still does this when his word of mercy is spoken and delivered. Those who believe they’re
already “righteous” have no need of forgiveness, and they are captive to sin. They don’t
believe in the mercy of God.

e By quoting Hosea 6:6 (“| desire mercy, not sacrifice.”), what is Jesus saying?

“. TEACHER NOTE: Jesus is giving them the truth about himself, the Word made flesh. He
does not come to inspect your cleanliness or the quality of your sacrifices. He comes to
forgive the sins of his people, and make their hearts new and clean.

Jesus is the Lord, and God calls disciples by delivering his word of forgiveness! Who will
believe this? Sinners will. They are made new and clean by the word of God, not by their
sacrifices. Jesus didn’t choose the best and brightest to be his disciples. He picked sinners
like you.

e Read: Matthew 9:14-17
e Jesus is disregarding all the rules about eating and fasting and distancing oneself from
sinners. Is Jesus instituting a new law or system?

/

. TEACHER NOTE: Nope. Jesus is not giving a new law for others to live by, or a command
that would gain the favor of God. He is delivering a PROMISE.

e Does the promise of mercy (the one delivered in God’s choosing of sinners) fit with the
old law system?

L/

. TEACHER NOTE: No. Jesus’ word in this passage makes clear, the promise breaks the old
sacrifice system apart!

With this brand new promise of forgiveness, you are made new, too. The old you can’t take it.
He/She refuses to believe. By the calling word of Christ, you are a new creation by faith,
wonderfully fit for God’s new kingdom.

e Read: Matthew 9:35-38
e The crowds were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Have you ever
felt lost like that?



Lt

. TEACHER NOTE: We all do at some point. You may ask students to share a moment like this.
It might help the honest discussion to show some vulnerability yourself, recalling a time when
you felt helpless.

e Whois your shepherd?

L/

. TEACHER NOTE: Jesus Christ is your shepherd. That’s what he promises to you in your
baptism and now. To know what your shepherd does for, you might read Psalm 23 or John 10.
You have a good shepherd in Christ. In this passage, Jesus is telling those disciples to pray
that the Lord would send people out with his word of mercy. This is what gathers in the
“harvest”. Those whom God has called have the word to call others.

Jesus uses people today to deliver Christ’s Word of promise to the wandering sheep - that’s
all of us!

Jesus calls the disciples to leave behind their sin and follow his promise. They receive the
Holy Spirit and the forgiveness of sin. He’s not done with them, either, and God isn’t done
with you. These disciples became the apostles God used to call the whole Christian church on
earth. (You can check this out in many places in Scripture, including Matthew 28:19-20, Mark
16:15-16, Luke 24:46-49, John 20:21-23, Acts 1.8, and Acts 2:28-29.)

Granted peace and comfort from God, you’ll be used by him to comfort others with the good
news of Jesus Christ and his mercy for his people.

X
Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verse: Luke 5:10

e °Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” (NIV)

A
Learning Check

e In which group of books of the Bible was today’s lesson found?
o The Prophets

The Pentateuch

The General Epistles

The Historical Books

The Gospels & Acts

o O O ©O

i

e What are the characteristics that God looks for in a disciple?
o Genetics (being from the right group of people)

Righteousness in the law

A sinner in need of saving

Upstanding citizens and professionals

A driven, talented student

O O O O

i



e Which of the following were vocations the disciples had before God called them?
o Tax collector

Fisherman

Zealot

All of the above

o O O

E

e When Jesus calls you, what happens?
o He rehabilitates you and makes you more obedient.
o He creates you new, and you have faith.
o He gives you a new law to follow.

i

e When God forgives your sins, what do you follow?
The promise of Christ’s mercy

o A new command from Jesus

o Jesus’ example

o The sins God took from you continue to guide you

o

A
Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Dear Lord, you have called us into faith, and we pray now for you to gather us
and keep us in your loving embrace. Amen.

Benediction: (Name), God chooses you and you belong to him.
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