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God remains faithful to His promise, even when we see and
feel His judgment against our sin.

Students will be able to:

e Define prophet

e lIdentify that both Ezekiel and Jeremiah preached that the destruction of Jerusalem and
the Temple and the Babylonian captivity were the deserved consequences of Israel’s sin

e Confess that the Word of Christ brings dead things to life

e Memorize Lamentations 3:22-23 & Ezekiel 37:14

Lesson Overview: Jeremiah and Ezekiel were both prophets - someone chosen by God to
deliver His word.

God had promised that salvation would come through Israel. However, during the time of
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, the people of Israel were being killed, conquered by another nation, and
carried away into foreign lands. Yikes! Both prophets preached that these devastating events

were the deserved consequences of Israel's sin and the result of God's judgment.

So, does this mean that God was being unfaithful to His promise?

No. Although both Jeremiah and Ezekiel announced God’s coming wrath against Israel's sin,
they also preached the promise of Christ, who was coming to deal with sin once and for all. It
was not because of Israel's faithfulness (or lack of it) that God sent His Son into the world;
instead, it is because of God's own faithfulness that He delivers salvation to His people
through Jesus Christ. So, even though we experience God’s wrath against our sin, God’s wrath
is not the final word for you. He remains faithful to His promise. God does not and cannot lie.

Opening Prayer

Lord, though we do not deserve Your mercy, even so have mercy on us according to Your
promise. Even when we see and feel the consequences of our sin, keep us in Your Word and
faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord we pray. Amen.

Essential Vocabulary

“.. For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:



prophet - someone chosen by God to preach both His Word of judgment against sin and
His promise of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin

exile - being forced to leave your home and live in a foreign country
captivity - being imprisoned or enslaved

tribute - payment made by one ruler or nation to another to acknowledge their
submission to the other’s authority

lamentation - crying out in distress; an expression of grief

Video Lesson: God’s Faithfulness

God’s promise goes with you into the hardest, darkest, and most difficult times. You'll learn about
God’s faithfulness through the Babylonian Exile as given to us in Scripture. God’s mercies never
come to an end, not even when you’re in the midst of trouble.

The Bible’s Organization

Intro to Bible Organization: You’ve likely heard of the Old and New Testaments before... but did
you know the Bible is organized further into seven sections? Within these sections are the
individual books.

Books of Each Section: You will be able to click on the tabs on the left side of the lesson graphic to
see which books are in each section.

“. Teacher Note: You could conduct a quick quiz to see if students know where a particular
book of the Bible can be found.

So, Where Are We? The story of Israel’s division into two kingdoms, their subsequent decline, and
the exile of the Israelites—first to Assyria and then to Babylon-is recorded in the books of 1 and 2
Kings, as well as 2 Chronicles. The prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel were both preaching before and
during the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by the Babylonians in 586 BC. The book of
Lamentations has long been associated with Jeremiah, who is widely regarded as its author.
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Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the “Memory
Work and Conclusion” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group through all or part
of “Here | Hear & Speak”, with group questions and activities. This section will equip you
to lead group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been created
primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section so that all can
learn more about the Bible.

Ex
Here | Hear & Speak (Group Activities and Discussion Questions)

Gathering Activity:



Time for a quick history lesson:

After the death of David’s son Solomon in 931 BC, Israel became divided into two kingdoms:
the northern kingdom of Israel with its capital at Samaria and the southern kingdom of Judah
with its capital at Jerusalem. In the north, the Assyrian empire grew powerful. Beginning in
the 730s BC, Assyrian invaders began carrying Israelites away into captivity - being
imprisoned or enslaved. Israelites were being taken prisoner by the Assyrians and used as
laborers. Other Israelites were killed.

“Then the king of Assyria invaded all the land and came to Samaria, and for three years he
besieged it.” (2 Kings 17:5) Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel.

Discuss what that three-year siege might have been like.

“. Teacher Note: A siege of three years would have terrible results as people become
desperate for food. 2 Kings 6 says that people were selling donkeys’ heads and dove dung to
eat. It includes other shocking descriptions of the people’s desperation during the siege. It is
horrifying.

Finally, in 722 BC, Samaria fell to the Assyrians, marking the end of the northern kingdom of
Israel. The Israelites in the north were carried away into exile, and the Assyrians resettled the
land. So what caused this to happen?

“. Teacher Note: According to 2 Kings 17, the people of Israel sinned against God. They no
longer trusted God and turned away from Him for what they needed.

For the time being, the southern kingdom of Judah and its capital and Temple at Jerusalem
remained, but they were required to pay tribute to the Assyrian kings - payment made by one
ruler or nation to another to acknowledge their submission to the other’s authority.

A century later: A new empire would grow in the east: the Babylonians.
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It was around this time that God first called Jeremiah as a prophet. God gave Jeremiah to
preach a devastating message to preach: God’s judgment was also coming to Judah, just as it
had come to the northern kingdom. The Assyrians were defeated by a new power, the
Babylonians, who threatened Judah from the north and east. Jeremiah preached the coming
destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple—and that it was deserved because they continued to
worship false gods.

Lesson Pop-Out: In other words, their fear, love, and trust was not in God above all things.
They continued to seek military alliances and rebellion as a way to get rid of Babylonian rule.
As the LORD spoke through Jeremiah: they “went after worthlessness, and became
worthless” (Jeremiah 2:4).

The people despised Jeremiah’s preaching of God’s coming wrath against their sin. They
didn’t want to hear it. As aresult, Jeremiah was arrested, beaten, and banned from the
Temple. Other preachers tried to have Jeremiah killed for false preaching. But Jeremiah’s
preaching wasn’t false: it was God’s word.

The destruction of the city and the Temple really was coming.



The book of Lamentations has been connected with Jeremiah since ancient times. It is a set
of five poems mourning the fall of Jerusalem to Babylon’s armies, which happened in 586 BC.

Read Lamentations 3:21-24. What is the promise?

“. Teacher Note: The promise is that God’s steadfast love (Hebrew: HESED—-mercy) never
ceases. God’s mercy does not fail, even when the only thing the Israelites could see was
death and destruction. No matter what, God will be faithful to His promises.

In the Word:

At the same time Jeremiah was preaching in Jerusalem, Ezekiel was preaching in Babylon. In
597 BC, following a failed rebellion against Babylonian rule, Ezekiel was taken captive and
deported.

So by the time God called him as a prophet, Ezekiel was already living in exile. From captivity
in Babylon, Ezekiel preached the same message as Jeremiah: the coming destruction of
Jerusalem and its Temple, which was God’s judgment against sin.

Read Ezekiel 18:30. Did Israel deserve God’s judgment? What does repent mean?

l

. Teacher Note: Yes. The judgment of the Lord is that all are condemned, and each for their
own sin. To repent is to be turned. God repents you by turning you away from His wrath,
which you see, and toward His promise, which you hear for you.

The Israelites understood the Temple in Jerusalem to be the place where God lived among
His people. In chapter 10, Ezekiel describes God withdrawing from the Temple in Jerusalem:

Then the glory of the LORD went out from the threshold of the house, and stood over the
cherubim. (Ezekiel 37:1-14)

What would this mean for the people of Israel?

“. Teacher Note: The Israelites considered the Temple to be the place of God’s presence
among them. Therefore, God withdrawing from the Temple would be devastating-it would
mean that God was no longer present with them.

But God had given His promise to Israel: through Israel would come the Seed in whom all the
families of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 28:14).

So, even though Jerusalem and the Temple would be destroyed, and death and destruction
would be poured out on the Israelites, God would not fail to keep His promise. He would turn
His people away from their sin and death and to the promise of Christ.

In Ezekiel chapter 37, God showed Ezekiel a valley filled with bones. “And he led me around
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they
were very dry” What is the significance that the bones were “very dry”?

“. Teacher Note: These bones were as dead as they could possibly be. There was no life left in
them at all.

Then God told Ezekiel to do something that seems very strange: to preach God’s Word to the
bones.



Thus says the LORD GOD to these bones: Behold, | will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live. And | will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the
LORD.

God would bring the dead bones to life and cause them to turn to Him by preaching His Word
to them through Ezekiel. So Ezekiel preached the Word God gave him to preach. To dead
bones. (Ezekiel 37:7-8) And as Ezekiel preached, “The breath came into them, and they lived
and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.” What caused the dry, dead bones to
come to life?

“. Teacher Note: The Word of the Lord was preached to them. God’s Word always does what
it says. It creates out of nothing. It makes life where before there was only death. It brings
dead things to life.

Though the people of Israel underwent death, exile, and the destruction of their cities and
Temple, God remained faithful to His promise. Even in times of exile and death, He is
steadfast. He will save His people through His Word, which brings dead things to life.

God would not dwell in a temple built by human hands; instead, He would live among us in
flesh and blood. Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh. Because He is preached to you for the
forgiveness of your sin, you can be certain that God has called you from death to life. Even
when all you see and feel is sin and death, God is faithful to turn you from what you see and
feel and back to His Word—the promise that your sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake.

X
Memory Work

Memorize the following Bible verses: Lamentations 3:22-23 & Ezekiel 37:14.

e The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end, they are
new every morning, great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23)
e | have spoken, and | will do it, declares the LORD. (Ezekiel 37:14)

]
Learning Check

e What is a prophet?

o A psychic or fortune-teller

o Someone with a direct internal connection to God

o Someone chosen by God to preach both His Word of judgment against sin and His
promise of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin
none of the above

O
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e Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel preached that

o God wouldn’t allow the Temple in Jerusalem to be destroyed.
God wouldn’t allow His people to be punished for their sin.
God had changed His mind about Israel.
none of the above

o O O
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e Payment made by one nation to another to acknowledge their submission to the other’s
authority is

exile

o captivity

o tribute

o faithfulness

O
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e The promise of the forgiveness of sin for Christ’s sake
brings dead things to life.

o creates faith out of nothing.

o depends only on God’s faithfulness.

o all of the above

o

E

e True or false - The city of Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed by the Babylonians
in 586 BC.

&

e True or false - God repents you by turning you from the wrath you see and toward the
promise of Christ that you hear.

N
Wrap Up

Closing Prayer: Merciful Lord, You are the one who declares: | have spoken and | will do
it. Great is Your faithfulness. Despite what we may see and feel, hold us secure in Your
promise that our sin is forgiven for Christ’s sake; in His name we pray, Amen.

Benediction: God, whose mercy does not end, has mercy on you, (Name), for Christ’s sake.
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