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Your kingdom come

Essential Question: What is the kingdom of God? How does the kingdom come to us?
Students will be able to:

e Explain what “God’s kingdom” is

e Identify that Christ is teaching us to pray a new way: Not my kingdom, but Thy kingdom
come.

e Describe how the kingdom comes “here in time” through the preached Word and faith,
and “hereafter in eternity” when the devil’s kingdom (sin/unbelief) is finally destroyed
once and for all

e Differentiate between a temporal/perishable blessing and an eternal blessing

e Confess that we ask too little from God because in our sin we don’t trust Him to give us
all the blessings of His kingdom

Lesson Overview: when you hear the word “kingdom,” what comes to mind? Do you
imagine a king wearing long robes and a crown, sitting on a throne? A kingdom involves not
only these things, but everything that is under a particular king’s rule and authority.
Depending on the king, this could be a huge territory (or a fast-food restaurant like Burger
King). For that matter, you don’t need to wear a crown and robes to have a kingdom. We all
have things that are under our control or authority, or at least that we want to control. Burger
King knows this much: you want to “have it your way.”

The question to ask about a kingdom is, “Whose kingdom is it?” In Luke 11, Jesus teaches His
disciples to pray using these words, “Father, Your kingdom come.” Whose kingdom is it? God
the Father’s kingdom. Think about that for a moment. That means this kingdom includes
everything that is under God’s rule and authority. Is there anything that isn’t included in this?
What does that mean for our kingdoms and the things we want to control? Jesus doesn’t
teach us to pray, “My kingdom come,” but rather, “Thy kingdom come.” We don’t pray this
way naturally. When it’s left up to you, you will pray to “have it your way.” Instead, Jesus
teaches you to pray against yourself. In other words, when we pray this petition, we’re asking
God to come and take over everything-to “overrule” you and be your King.




1. Opening Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen

2. Essential Vocabulary

“\ For Teachers: Words matter! Here are a few that you can explore briefly with your students:

kingdom - everything that is under the rule and authority of a king

grace - the free and completely undeserved favor of God; This is God’s attitude toward
you in Christ.

eternity - not just a really long time, but completely without time; it never ends.
temporal - perishable, temporary; it ends.

godly - having faith in God

blessing - a gift or favor bestowed by God

3. Video Lesson:

The Lord‘s Prayer Second Petitiol

This video offers some words about what the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer is all about.
This video sets up the lesson that follows.

4.SING BOLDLY: - S i

Hymn Connection

“W There is a video that explores a hymn that can be sung during worship, and
how the hymn connects to what we believe. The students will learn how this



ties into the subject of our lesson, some background of the hymn, and the
video will even teach us how to sing it boldly!

Teachers: At this point in the lesson, there will be an option to skip ahead to the
“Memory Work and Wrap Up” portion. Alternatively, you may lead your group
through all or part of “Here | Hear & Speak”. This section will equip you to lead
group discussion and achieve the lesson’s learning goals. We advise that you
explore this option with your small group (or as an individual). This guide has been
created primarily to help you as you facilitate the “Hear | Hear & Speak” section. You
will be learning about this part of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, how it comes
out of God’s Word in Scripture, and even how to equip our learners how to give that
Word to others.

Group Activity: WHAT’S THIS? In the Small Catechism we learn that “Your kingdom come” is
the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. You may have learned it “Thy kingdom come.” That’s
just fine. “Thy” is just an older way of saying “Your”. Whichever way you learned to say it, the
Catechism asks us, “What is this?” In other words, what is Jesus teaching us to pray for?

?

. TEACHER NOTE: Encourage students to talk about what they think “Your kingdom”
means. Come back to the definition of kingdom: everything that is under the rule and
authority of a king. When we pray this petition, we are asking God to rule over us (and
everything else). You might discuss with students how we resist having a Lord over us,
and would rather be our own lords. Here we learn to pray that God would come and
make Himself our Lord-our King.

e We confess that “God’s kingdom comes on its own, without our prayer.” That means it’s
not our praying for it, nor anything else we do, that causes God’s kingdom to come.
Consider this: how could you really pray for someone to come and take control of
everything unless you trusted them first? Would you want God to be in charge if you
didn’t already believe He was for you? So you can’t really pray this prayer (and mean it)
unless God’s kingdom has already come to you. This prayer itself is a response to God’s
kingdom coming. In what ways has God’s kingdom already come?

L/

. TEACHER NOTE: How did God get you to trust Him? By giving a promise to you
that He will not break. He does this through preaching and the Sacraments (Baptism
and the Lord’s Supper). God has a track record of being faithful. He does not break His
promises. Ever.

e God’s kingdom is Christ coming into the world. What has Christ come into the world to
do?
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. TEACHER NOTE: To redeem you from sin, death, and the devil. To gather you, the
one He chooses, to Himself. To rule over you by giving you an unbreakable promise.

e “We ask in this prayer that [God’s kingdom] may also come to us.” The kingdom comes to
you when God gives you His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the one who delivers Christ to
you in the promise of the forgiveness of sins, so you hear and believe it. In other words,
He makes faith in you by seeing to it that Christ is preached to you. The kingdom of God =
faith in Christ. With that in mind, what are we asking for in this petition?
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. TEACHER NOTE: We are asking for the Holy Spirit to come, open our ears, and
make faith in us by giving us Christ’s promise.

HOW DOES THIS TAKE PLACE? First of all, it happens “here in time.” That means in the old
creation, where we live right now. The thing about time is it has both a beginning and an end.
Time had a definite beginning point: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth” (Genesis 1:1). And time will also have a definite ending point. Jesus is very clear about
this, and He says it many times and in many ways: “Then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14),
“Heaven and earth will pass away” (Mark 13:31, Matthew 24:35), etc. The old creation and
everything that belongs to it will come to an end. They are temporal, which means temporary.
In other words, this old world is perishable like the milk in your refrigerator-it has an
expiration date. Nonetheless, God is Lord here in this old creation. He is Lord “here in time”
and so His kingdom comes to you here in time. The kingdom of God that comes is faith in
Christ. How did God make the “first move” to give you faith in Christ?

t

. TEACHER NOTE: Baptism. In Baptism He made you His own child, joined you with
His Son, and gave you the eternal promise of the forgiveness of your sin. He gave this
promise to you, by name, and swore it in His own name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

ETERNAL KINGDOM. It’s here in this old, temporary creation that the kingdom of God breaks
in through Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, Absolution, and the preaching of Christ; but the
kingdom itself is eternal. Eternal means that it is beyond time - it never ends. Have you ever

tried to imagine eternity? Why is that so hard for us to do?

L/

. TEACHER NOTE: We live in time, so we cannot imagine what eternal life will be
when we are completely free from time. All we can try to imagine is a really, really long
time. But eternity in Christ is not a long time - it is complete and total freedom from
time.

PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS. The promise of the forgiveness of sins on account of Christ
that we receive in preaching and the sacraments is eternal. It is salvation and eternal life - life
that never ends. And it is received by faith. Faith comes through hearing (Romans 10:17). That
means as long as we are still here in this old creation we don’t see and feel what God has
given to us. But, in eternity, we will see it and feel it. That’s the promise God gives you. Even
though we don’t see it yet, God’s promise to you includes everything that belongs to God-the
entire kingdom. Is that hard for you to believe? Why or why not?
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. TEACHER NOTE: Not only is it hard, it is impossible to believe this until the
promise is actually given to you. Even then, as long as you remain in this old creation
you won’t see or feel it yet, although it is most certainly true.

TRUST ISSUES. We ourselves wouldn’t dare ask God for all this. So when He teaches us to pray
the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus commands us to ask for the whole enchilada—the whole kingdom of



God. The problem is, as Martin Luther writes in his Large Catechism, “We don’t trust God to
fill our bellies, let alone ask with complete confidence that He would give us all the blessings
of His kingdom.” Why do we have such big trust issues?

“. TEACHER NOTE: We are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. Sin is
unbelief or distrust of God.

So Jesus commands us to pray this way: “Seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). “All these things”
refers to those temporal blessings like food and clothing. God provides those too, but the
kingdom-the faith in Christ that He gives you-is an eternal promise. It never ends.

Ea

In the Word: Let’s see how Scripture passages relate to what we’ve discussed so far!

e Read: Psalm 110

e What language in this Psalm makes it clear that the LORD rules over the whole creation?

e Re-read verse 4. Who was Melchizedek? He is mentioned in Genesis chapter 14, but the
author of Hebrews tells us more:

e Read: Hebrews 7:1-3

e What word we learned means “having neither beginning nor end”? “ .eternity/eternal
e Who or what is Melchizedek pointing us toward?

“. TEACHER NOTE: Melchizedek is pointing us toward Jesus Christ, the One who is a
King and priest forever, and who gives you a promise that never ends.

e Read:Isaiah 40:1-5
e Discuss: What message does God send the prophet to speak?

”

. TEACHER NOTE: See v. 2: The end of your warfare, the pardon of your iniquity
(forgiveness of sin)



e Thevoice in the wilderness cries, “Make straight the way of the LORD.” To make straight is
to make righteous. How are we made righteous before God?

“. TEACHER NOTE: We are justified (made righteous) by faith alone. (Romans 3:21-26,
Galatians 2:16, Ephesians 2:8)

e |sthat something we do?

“. TEACHER NOTE: Not by anything we do (not by works of the Law), but by faith,
which is given to us as a free gift.

e How is this related to the coming of God’s kingdom?

“.TEACHER NOTE: God’s kingdom = faith in Christ

e Read: Matthew 6:25-34
e Discuss: When we are anxious about our needs being met, what does that reveal about
our trustin God? (see v. 30)

“. TEACHER NOTE: “O you of little faith!” It reveals that we are sinners.

e What vocabulary word describes “the grass of the field, which today is alive and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven”?

“. TEACHER NOTE: temporal
e What eternal need do we have that, in our sin, we don’t trust God to fulfill?

“. TEACHER NOTE: salvation/the forgiveness of sin
e Whatis “the kingdom of God and His righteousness”?

“. TEACHER NOTE: Faith in Christ = the kingdom of God. Faith = God’s righteousness.
e Butisn’t there something we have to do to bring God’s kingdom?

“. TEACHER NOTE: No. We do not bring about God’s kingdom. “In fact, God’s
kingdom comes on its own without our prayer.” God is the one who brings His kingdom
into the world and makes faith.

6. MEMORY WORK




The words in Luther’s Small Catechism are worth memorizing. In this lesson, there could be
tools, including songs, that will equip students to find some success.

e Second Petition: Your Kingdom come

e What is this? In fact, God’s kingdom comes on its own without our prayer, but we
ask in this prayer that it may also come to us.

e How does this come about? Whenever our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit,
so that through His grace we believe His Holy Word and live godly lives here in
time and hereafter in eternity.

7. LEARNING CHECK

e God’s kingdom means
o all of the things we do to serve the poor, feed the hungry, etc.
o faith in Christ.
o aparticular earthly nation and its government.
o All of the above.

X

e When we pray the petition, “Your kingdom come,” we are praying against
o our neighbors.
o God.
o ourselves.
o All of the above.

X

e Which word means “temporary or perishable”?
o Temporal

o Eternal
o Godly
o Grace
N
e Eternityis

o without a beginning or end.
o areally, really, long time.

o only temporary.

o All of the above.




e Which of these are eternal blessings? (select all correct answers)
o Food

Salvation

Clothing

Health

Forgiveness of sins

o O O O

0

e Why do we ask God for too little? In other words, why does God have to teach us to ask for
the kingdom?
o Sin. We don’t trust Him to provide everything we need.
o God doesn’t want us to be too bold with our requests.
o It doesn’t matter if we pray, anyway.
o None of the above.

yer & Benediction

h

e God our heavenly Father, give us Your Holy Spirit so we believe that, in Christ, You
have redeemed and delivered us from sin, death, and the devil and rule over us by
Your unbreakable promise; through this same Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

It is good practice to give a blessing to each individual student before they leave you! (You might also
select one of them to give this spoken benediction to you.) Our Lord uses baptized believers to give
this, God’s message, to one another. Here is a Benediction that you could use this week:

e (Name), our Lord Jesus Christ rule over you in His mercy, now and forever. Amen.
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